Unit 7

Watershed to the Modern Era

(Objective:  Understand the intellectual changes that occurred in the late 19th century and the effect those changes had on the rise of the Populist-Progressive Reform movements in the early 1900s)
I. Long 19th & short 20th Century 1914-1989: Struggle for Democracy


A. American intellectual pessimism in face of popular optimism

  

1. Positive: Individualism, property, wealth, science, and progress

  

2. Pessimism: Tyranny majority, race, greed, genocide & exploitation

B. Despite victories in CW, WWI and WWII, growing wealth, rising 

     middle class,  intellectuals  became suspicious and doubtful
        
1. Civil War, Gilded Age & WWI Shook their Confidence



2. Death-corruption - greed produced disenchantment & cynicism

      
3. Intellectuals doubted, questioned, worried about Wealth, Industry

            and Democracy




a. Europeans always skeptical




b. Even Lincoln - Democracy unstable by nature.
W.D. Howells "There is no God in War.  It is merciless, cruel, 

vindictive, unchristian, savage and relentless.  It is all that devils could wish for."II. Suspicion and doubt begin to emerge
WW: Never was there more hollowness at heart than at present.  War makes us skeptical of noble causes and wearily tolerant of stupidity, greed, and fraud.  In business, this all devouring modern world, business is after only pecuniary gain.
A. Post Civil War America

C. Ground ripe to doubt traditional truths—Enter Darwin & Evolution


1. First time in 2000 years—GCB upside down

       a. Expanded science-shrank role for God.



1. Bible errors  

       
2. 4000 years ago? 

        b. No design in nature - random selection
2. Agony of Wm. James—Exemplified the turning point


a. Science tortured James - wanted both Darwin & God


b. Pragmatism became his savior.


1. Accepted “No design in nature apart from random selection”



2. Evolution = impermanence



 
a. “Fixed-absolute systems impossible to justify”

         
b. If no absolutes, what then was true?


       
1. Ideas true only in terms of practical effects




2. Truth does not exist in abstract only under particular circumstances

        
c. Unless otherwise proven, personal thought makes truth 




d. Thus, a person could believe in science and religion



e. The Ends Justify the Means.

James:  As long as there is no proof to the contrary, the believer is justified in indulging in a belief in God

a. Can’t ignore scientific facts, but when no empirical evidence people can believe what experience tells them

b. Thus, meaning is experience and is found in different experiences which makes it true.

c. So if, in ones personal experience, the idea of God fits your life, pragmatism cannot deny God's existence.

d. As a result, what a person thinks, helps to make that thought come true.---The mind has a vote

e. Pragmatism accepts free will and rejects determinism of Social Darwinists

f. Like the mouse in a cage, does it get you pellets?

f. So, Pragmatism rejected determinism of Social Darwin

    a. Yes, environment influenced humans, but so did desire to survive

    b. We have free will 

    c. We have free will to believe in God - The mind votes on what is true.

    d. Harry “the pragmatist” Again!!___________


4. So, philosophy and science question all truths.

    

a. Science seemed on the attack of old absolutes. 

    

b. Einstein reinforced this - Theory of relativity.

5. Morality became “shifting sand.”

    

a. Science promised heaven on earth-double edged sword

         

1. Promised great things-Frankenstein came from science.

         

2. Without absolute truth, all things justifiable - nothing was immoral.
D. The new morality became “Shifting Sand.”

    1. In all areas, relativism produced optimists & pessimists

        a. Optimists use pragmatism’s free will as a hammer for change vs SD.


    

1. Social Gospel- Rejected individualism of Soc Darwin

               

a. R T. Ely, “State Aid is indispensable . . .”

               

b. John Dewey, “Education will change society”

               

c. Jane Addams and Hull House

               

d. Community action more important than individualism of SD



2. Optimism in Art—Thomas Eakins rejects determinism of Social Darwinism

2. But Pragmatism also produced skeptics, doubters & pessimists

3. Science promised “Heaven on earth,” but was a double edged sword

         a. Frankenstein came from science.

         b. Without absolute truth, all things justifiable - nothing was immoral.

              Did it get you pellets?



     a. To pessimists pragmatism had a dark mysterious side.

              
b. Life was indeterminate, spontaneous, chance



     

1. Albert Pinkham Ryder,




2. Augustus Saint-Gaudins,




3. Norris-Octopus--Nature does not care about you





4. Life is meaningless random chaotic chance




5. Practice is more important than theory

    




a. Pragmatism encouraged materialism

    




b. Anti-intellectualism
     


c. “Gilded Age lost its way” 

           

1. “Corruption, inequality of wealth-race-gender”

           

2. It left some nostalgic for an earlier day
The Era of Anxiety and the Demand for Change

Objective:  Understand the concerns of America at a time of economic, social, and intellectual change.
Thesis:  Farmers in the late nineteenth century (1880-1900) saw many threats to their way of life. Using your knowledge of the period

(a) explain the reasons for agrarian discontent and                                                                 (b) evaluate the validity of the farmers' complaints.
Hofstadter exposed what he saw as a blend of racism, nativism, and provincialism that shaped the Populist and would later manifest itself in paranoid scars such as McCarthysim.  All such movements meant “to restore the conditions prevailing before the development of industry and commercial agricultures.”  Hof maintained that Am pol conflict reflected not the clash of economic interests but the search by different ethnic and religious groups for a secure status in society.  In the 1860s the middle class off spring of Anglo Saxon prostent families found themselves displaced from traditional positions of leadership by a nouveau riche plutocracy, on the one hand, and urban immigrant pol machines, on the other.  Responding to this displacement, the elite led a moral crusade to resuscitate older Protestant and individualist values.  

Hofstadter--Myth of Yeomen Farmer

Yeoman existed early--self sufficient, but soon disappeared 

         By 1830 industry’s needs created new markets

         Growing cash crops converted farmers into businessmen

         Purchased necessities

         Borrowed 

         Real goal was improve land and move on.

         Land was an ATM.

         Never really loved the land--exploited and waisted it.

By 1860 myth was obsolete

         Myth said: 

             Farming was its own reward

             Our Calvinist virtue should be rewarded with success

             We are special in America

But really little more than foolish ignorant capitalist

          who put himself in a spot where one bad crop could hurt and then he complained.
Ray Ginger

"Thesis:  The farmers had legitimate grievances."

Problems

     Banks, natural drought, grasshoppers, blizzards, falling prices.  

     Borrow to buy land.  

          But homestead gave it away.  

          Did not work-speculators grabbed most  

          Plus, better to pay RR for land because of proximity to RR.

More problems

  Fixed Costs--Land free, but need $1000 

           Building up a house, getting machinery, fence, well.

           So borrow at high interest rates.

          Weather problems--Droughts - Over 50% bankrupt.

          At this time RR were getting free land

So, farmer lost to outsiders especially northern capitalists.

In 1859 farmers had 31% National Income, and only 16% in 1889.

Littlefield --  Character / Symbol

1. 
Dorothy - common man; name means "Gift of God"

2. 
Toto - truth

3. 
Oz-US

4. 
Emerald City - Washington, D.C.

5. 
Wicked Witch of the East - Eastern Bankers and Capitalists

6. 
Good Witch of the North - V.P. Adlai Stevenson

7. 
Wicked Witch of the West - Western Railroaders and Capitalists
8. 
Munchkins - American poor, sharecroppers.

9. 
Silver Slippers - Bimetallic Standard

10. 
Yellow Brick Road - Gold Standard
11. 
Scarecrow - Farmers-Tin Woodman - Industrial Laborers

12. 
Cowardly Lion - William Jennings Bryan

13. 
The Traveling the Yellow Brick Road - Coxey's Army

14. 
Wizard of Oz - President of the United States

15. 
Water - Irrigation

16. 
Kansas/Omaha - Center of Populism

I. Political Change and Reform: Populist


A. Populists: Poor S. and W. farmers-formed 3rd political party-1890

B. Middle Class America content in 1880




1. Foreign Policy quiet




2. Prices fall--Economy rising for middle class

     

3. But in the North and East Immigrant population grew

            

a. Southern Europe—Italy, Greece

            

b. Eastern Europe—Russia, Yugoslavia, Poland


C. New Urban-Rural Division



1. Urban culture





Spectator entertainment

            

b. Circus-Music-Athletics



2. Rural culture





a. Stereotypes—“hayseeds”






1. Isolation, ignorance, fundamentalism






a. Chautauqua, 

                 


b. Revivals
                 


c. And Sears catalogue

         


b. Farms double - 2 to 4 million




c. Farming was easy to get into

    




1. Back breaking 

    




2. Expensive—Borrow —

 






d. Farmers also suffered in other economic areas









1. Price of goods fell                                                                                   





2. Foreign competition-Argentina, Russia, Canada, & Europe






3. Machinery increased output - lowered prices 

    





a.  Inability to control supply resulted in over production
   




 
b. Mortgage failure 

    





c. 100,000 foreclosure in Nebraska alone 




d. Other problems

               

1. Industrial competition created deflation spiral

                  
a. Exacerbated by insufficient currency in circulation

                   
b. Redeeming Greenbacks left 1870 $19.42 ea-1890 - $22.67

                   
c. With tight money, Western banks charged high interest







2. Tariffs demanded by industry







3. Homestead Act - “cruel hoax”

        





a. Lack water - distance from RR

        





b. 2 million take land sold by RR

    




c. Most land to speculators




4. By 1890  farmer caught in vicious cycle
    



 
a. Machinery increased output

     




b. Prices fell

     




c. RR and tariff prices high

     




d. Currency short, credit tight, so bank loans high

     




e. Deeper in debt
D. Angry and discontented Western farmers turn to “radicalism.”

1. National Grange - “Grangers”- 1867

        a. Oliver Kelly-Social - Educational & Economic 
        b. Frustrated, Kelly sought to organize the unorganizable

        c. Anger at “Crime of 73” wanted currency reform

    


1. Greenback withdrawal-reduced currency in circulation

            
2. Bland-Allison Act (2 million oz/mo)


2. Next Grangers pushed for RR regulation on state level   

      
a. RR monopolies seemed corrupt-gauging farmers

         
b. Grange demanded government help.

         
c. Because political alignment was so close, national pol stalemated



d. Thus, most political successes came at state level

             
1. First, Munn V. IL-1877

        

2. Wabash Cases-1886



e. Eventually ICC-1887 but very disappointing to farmere
   
3. Finally: Congressional “log rolling” Compromise 1890

     

a. Grangers ok McKinley tariff -farmers detested (48%)

     

b. Easterners ok Sherman Silver Purchase Act (4m oz/mo) but hated

     

c. Reformers got toothless Sherman Anti-trust Act           


4. Grangers too weak: Southern and Western farmers wanted more 

    

a. 1890 they formed political Alliances-North, South, Black              
         
b. Surprising success in 1890  election

             
1. 1 million votes angry at Tariff

                 2. 4 Mid Western governors

                 3. Republicans lost control of HOR to Dems

5. With 1890 success Alliances merged into People's Party-Populists


a. S-W farmers black Sharecropper, few E. labor


b. Platform




1. Currency Reform--16-1 (Unlimited coinage of silver)



2. Direct Election of Senators & Initiative/Referendum




3. Sub-treasury program & Nationalize Railroad




4. Income Tax
III. Election of 1892 and new political realignment begins.

      A. The 2nd Cleveland Administration

           1. Populist - James Weaver



2. Republicans ran “Cold Fish” Benjamin Harrison
               a. Spent millions on Civil War Pensions

               b. But McKinley Tariff angered westerners


3. Democrats - Grover Cleveland

       

a. Mari Halpin Scandal

          

b. Former NY Politician


4. Despite scandal Cleveland won—First Democrat since 1856. 

    


a. Tariff hurt Republicans

    


b. Weaver - 1 million votes 22 Electorial—but only “silver”states

    


c. Populists realized importance of Silver issue to voters



d. Cleveland held “Bourdon” South even with Populist appeal to blacks

     



1. Populist leaders catered to Black vote

     



2. Tom Watson sought black support, then. . . Mississippi came back

     



3. Black voters were heavy losers as S. Dem whites increased Jim Crow

          



a. Literacy test

          



b. Poll tax till 1950s

          



c. Grandfather clause




4. With this backlash by their “given” allies, Booker T Washington spoke

     




at Atlanta

    




a. Atlanta Compromise

    




b. Pull self up by bootstraps

B. Then Panic of 1893




1. First Industrial age depression - worst in 19th Century.

     


2. Cause-Ruthless competition




3. Real issue

          


a. Deflationary spiral, over building




b. 8000 corp bankrupt




c. Massive unemployment-20%

          


d. Business confidence shattered and stocks fell

          


e. Banks cut loans and more business failed

C. Cleveland solution 



1. “Stick with Gold.”

    

2. “Repeal Sherman Silver law” because:

          

a. Western silver turned in silver for paper

          

b. Paper presented back for gold.

          

c. Treasury drained of gold.
     

3. Cleveland sided with Gold Democrats and Gold Republicans

     

4. “Political realignment was in the air”


5. Cleveland solution only hurt situation-it looked sneaky cave in to bus.



6. Farmer’s angry




a. Exploited by RR monopolies

    


b. Betrayed by Comp 1890-Kept tariff but repealed silver



c. They wanted inflation

              
d. More protests - Coxey’s Army (Dorothy??)

                  
1. Asked for farm loans and help for unemployed

                  
2. Print paper and build roads to help unemployed

                 

3. Arrested-20 days in jail


7. Coxey melted away, but discontent continued

    


a. Days later came the Pullman Strike—largest in US history

        


1. Wage cuts, high rents, layoffs

    



2. Eugene Debbs —Paralyzed 1/2 the nation



b. Cleveland sent in the military


8. Off year election of 1894 Democrats suffer largest defeat in US History

    


a. Cleveland scapegoated for economic trouble

         


1. Lost 113 seats in Congress

         


2. Disgruntled voters supported Republican not Populist

         


3. But Populists made gains in West

    


b. Now Dem Party split—S and W Dems deserted Cleveland in droves

         


1. Depression undermined traditional views

             


a. Old idea that unemployment was due to laziness questioned

             


b. Now pressures for reform increased.

         


2. Even literature changed from Romanticism to Realism
III. Election of 1896 - Political Re-alignment completed

A. Republican Platform



1. Declared for Gold Standard

       

2. Democrats responsible for depression

       

3. Tariff has saved us


4. 
Impact of Boss Marcus Hanna



a. Nominate William McKinley-Gold man




b. Joined with Gold Democrats




c. 23 Silver Republicans marched out-joined Dem

B. Democrats riddled with dissension.  

1. Silverites commanded convention

            

a. Angry at Cleveland, “most unpopular man in America”



b. Anger about Depression


2. They shouted for more silver to the economy.

    


a.  It would increase the money supply and stir new economic activity.




b. Farm prices would rise.

        
3. Rudderless—Then new Moses appeared —W J. Bryan



4. Populist + Silver Democrats



5. "Cross of Gold" Speech
C. The '96 Campaign



1. Party Realignment




a. Republican economic ideology





1. Drip theory

            


2. Supply Side or Trickle Down




b. Democratic economics




     1.  Percolator Theory

              

2. Silver - 16 to 1 grains of silver to gold


2. McKinley —Front Porch Campaign

         

a.  Hanna’s “slush fund”

         

b. Spent $3M

         

c. 10million leaflets & speakers



3. Bryan cyclone camping lacked wide appeal outside of South & West

     


a. Never trusted Eastern labor 

     


b. Labor did not favor inflation

     


c. Could not convince labor he supported their interests.


4. It was a victory for big business, big cities, gold conservatism.
IV. McKinley Administration 1897-1901


A. Keep Gold Standard


B. End to Panic and end Populist movement because:



1. Gold strike in Alaska eased currency problems w mild inflation


2. European crops failed—need US agriculture.
             3. New immigrants needed farm supplies—grain prices rose.


4.  Prosperity returned
UNITED STATE AND EMPIRE-1890-1899

(Objective:  Understand the rise of America into prominence as a world power and assess when and if America became an Empire)
Thesis: War with Cuba had a complex set of causes: humanitarian, capitalistic, and racial.  Behind it was the “Twin pillars of Monroe and Open Door.”  Monroe made Spain’s presence unacceptable and the Open Door policy made the Philippines inviting. Indian wars also allowed for the acceptance of subjugating foreigners in the name of “civilization.”
I. Becoming a World Power


A. Early Foreign Policy-1790 to 1880


1. Washington’s Farewell dominated for a century



2. Louisiana, Mexico, Alaska, Asia


3. 19th Century--“Dark Ages” of FP

     


a. Few goals



   

1. “Amazingly” indifferent

        


2. Ignorant


        


3. Focused internally





b. Army at 25,000 - navy “rotting wood”




c. Diplomats amateurish & incompetent



d. Europe fought wars in Asia and Africa, US fought with Natives




1. Sec of States no stature 





2. Wm H Seward plan

        



a. Revive expansion beyond California

        



b. Create “New Empire” of N-S Am

        



c. Expand across pacific

            



1. Need new navy and a canal

            



2. Purchase Pacific islands





d.  Alaska--“Seward’s Folly”
B. 1890 Momentous Shift: “Imperialist Stirrings”

     1. With the West secure, the expansionist impulse pushed outward

2. Eco expansionists:  “Need empire.” 

            a. Markets for industrial and agricultural goods

                 1. Depression caused need for new markets

                 2. Population “safety-valve” to relieve labor discontent

            b. “Expand or explode.”


3. Intellectual argument

    

a. Turner - frontier gone

      

1. “American Dream” collapsing

      

2. Economic depression-Labor strikes

      

3. “We are trembling from hammer blows of labor violence & farm unrest.”
     

b. Mission Ideal

         

1. Rudyard Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden” 

         

2. Bring Christianity and civilization
           

a. Josiah Strong Our Country

               


1. Superior Anglo-Saxon 

               


2. “Spread  our values to ‘backward people.’”

               


3. Expand or die




b. Teddy Roosevelt: “Earth belongs to strong”
    




1. “US in decline - need new nationalistic spirit” 

    




2. Achieved by expansion thru  “good war.”

    




3. War is a form of “natural selection.”

    




4. War “refurbishes manhood.”




c. A.T. Mahan           





1. “National greatness equates with sea power.”






2. US: 1,942 ships-only 48 fx
             3. Need navy & Canal for mil & trade

                a. Navy needed bases

                b. Take them in the Pacific

                c. Build a canal

             4. “To be a great power you have to have an empire.”

C. By 1890 US has new FP—“The Twin pillars of Monroe & Open Door”



1. Revival of Monroe Doctrine for Latin America 


  

2. Aggressive attitude toward Europe & SA




a. War threat with German’s over Samoa naval bases

         


b. War clouds with Italy over 11 Italians lynched in NO

         


c. Tension with Canada over seal hunting

d. Most severe—Crisis in Chile 1892




e. Then Britain: Venezuela v British Guiana -1895





1. Border dispute

                


a. Cleveland: “UK flouting Monroe Doct”

                


b. “We call the tune in the West.”
                


c. UK: “Just catering to Irish-Am voter.”

                


d. “Its none of US business.
                           2. War hysteria





 3. Canada vulnerable & Boers with Germany


3. Hawaii-1895




a. Missionaries 1820-preach and prosper

        


1. McKinley & Wilson-Gorman tariffs soured profits





2. Revolt deposed the Queen—ask for annexation



b. Cleveland: “No: Dishonorable Land Grab”

     


c. Now US into a debate over Empire.

4. Hofstadter : US had a “psychic crisis.”

     

a. “Risk war over minor disputes demonstrated new national mood.”

     

b. 1893 depression + labor frustrated & lashed out

     

c. Frustration morphs into belligerent foreign policy

     

d. And yet, skating close to war—results were favorable

         

1. Cleveland claim to domination of West stick

         

2. Monroe Doctrine enhanced

         

3. Most important, UK saw US power—determined to be close allies.
D. Then Spanish Cuba--1895

1. Cubans suffered - US Tariff

2. Cubans revolt, slash and burn

     3. US Business demand protection

         a. US had $50 million invested in Cuba

         b. But no business enthusiasm for war

4.. News of “Dreadful Conditions.” 

         a. “Butcher” Weyler 

         c. “Reconstitution camps-200,000 Cubans died
    
5. De Lome Letter poured “gasoline on the fire.”

6. Fierce public pressure mounts


a. Yellow Press - “Jingoism”

              
1. Atrocities made to order for new journalism 
       

2. Fake news: “Screeching headlines and hair raising ‘scoops.’”

       

3. Hearst to Remington: “You furnish the pictures . . .”

b. The tense situation grew worse—“Remember the Maine!”



a. Spain Responsible?




b. Commission investigates



c. Yellow Press did not care

7. War fever increases

       
a. US to Spain: End Camps - Give armistice to Cubans


     b. McKinley hesitated called “Wobbly Willie” by press

            
1. WM: “Spain probably not sink Maine”

            
2. Remembered Civil War

            
3. “Spain has agreed to our conditions




4.  But it was an Election year


c. “Lashed to a fury by the Yellow Press “

           
1. “Cry Havoc and let slip the dogs of war”

           
2. And so, “The God’s of War got their Wish”—Mark Twain
E. “The Splendid Little War “

1. American attitude



a. Only UK supported us

       
b. Rise of Roosevelt -Symbol of US  

2.  Ironically, the war with Cuba began in Battle of Manila Bay

3. Spain’s men and ships were numerous but poorly equipped

4. After defeating the Spanish fleet in Cuba, US grabbed 

    

Puerto Rico for geo-political canal protection


5. Now US needed & annexed Hawaii to resupply ships headed east


6. “A new consciousness came upon us—the consciousness off strength 

      and a new appetite to show it off.”

[From Hofstadter]

Once the fighting began, a desk job was too dull, and Roosevelt went off to form a volunteer cavalry regiment, the famous Rough Riders. He chafed under training, fearing that the fighting would be over before the War Department delivered him to the front; but at last the great hour came; the Rough Riders reached Cuba and participated in several actions, including the so-called San Juan charge. 

Roosevelt in his own words was magnificent: 

"Are you afraid to stand up when I am on horseback?" he asked some laggards; "I waved my hat and we went up the hill with a rush." "'. . - I killed a Spaniard with my own hand," . . . "like a Jackrabbit," . . . 

Then the supreme human profanity of his moment of triumph:  He exhorted his men to "look at those damned Spanish dead"! 

Less than three years later Theodore Roosevelt became President of the United States.


2.  Ironically, the war with Cuba began in Battle of Manila Bay


3. Spain’s men and ships were numerous but poorly equipped


4. After defeating the Spanish fleet in Cuba, US grabbed 

    


Puerto Rico for geo-political canal protection


5. Now US needed & annexed Hawaii to resupply ships headed east


6. “A new consciousness came upon us—the consciousness off strength 

      

and a new appetite to show it off.”

Historiography:  United States as a World Power
1. Neo Cons - Interventionists - Realists 

    a. SF Bemis

        1. US great nation—We don’t do bad stuff

        2. So Formal Empire - “aberration.”

        3. No desire for Ph before 1890

        4. Mil fanned imperialism

           a. WM’s fault

               1. Unable to resist jingoism

               2. WM - “Irresponsible adolescent.”

            b. Empire unplanned 

        5. Not fit tradition of aversion to imperialism

        6. “Don’t judge us for one bad day.”
2. New Left

    a. WA Williams Tragedy of American Diplomacy 

       1. Eco elite dominated FP

       2. FP - fx of capitalistic world view

       3. Bus: “Foreign markets critical”

          a. Markets end cut-throat competition - labor disputes


b. Mil tool of business 

          

1. Cuba 1898

          

2. Iraq 2003

b. Walter LaFeber--The New Empire

    

1. Expansionist began - 1860

        

a. Before, expansion for land

       

 b. After 1867, markets

        

c. “Foreign markets solve eco, soc, & pol.

     

2. Capitalism caused war & empire

        

a. Hawaii, Philippines, Open Door

        

b. Then LA

            

1. Degraded masses

            

2. Support dictators

     

3. In 1900 Am FP wanted global order to assist US eco and pol values

        

a. These values = old stock, upper class men 

        

b. They supported white male social superiority

        

c. At heart a condescending-manipulative view of “backward” societies
3. September 11 -- Back to the Realists and defense of US

    a. Ernest May--Imperial Democracy--America as a Great Power

        1. Williams-LaFeber wrong.

            a. New Left concentrated on eco.

            b. Some FP from outside nations

        2. Empire-“thrust upon us.”

        3. WM tried to avoid War.

             a. Not our fault 

             b. Outside factors forced war

                  1. Spain not grant Cuba autonomy

                  2. Spain rejected mediation

         4. WM had to chose: War or compromise
4. Lebergott—American Imperialism: The Myth


a. New Left wrong—Imperialism not bad term

      
1. We help other nations-Increased their capitalism

      
2. We invested in LA, but it was only businesses.

         

 a. Opportunity to make money

          

b. It will help us and them too.

 
b. Am did not increase investments because of Cuban war

      
1. Other nations invested more than we did.  

      
2. US business did not benefit, but Cubans did.

c. Panama was similar.

      
1. Greedy Columbia hurt themselves—Panama revolution not our fault

      
2. We only got “ill will” from our venture there

      
3. Besides we paid Columbia its money in 1921.

      
4. In the end we lost money

d. Exploitation of natives never happened.

      
1. Wages of natives actually went up

      
2. We prevented labor exploitation
II. US New World Power


A. Take an Empire or Not?



1. Paris Treaty 1899

       

a. Knottiest problem—Philippines for $20 Million
       

b. Cuba freed 

       

c. Guam and Puerto Rico


2. Ratification debate 




a. Familiar arguments





1. Everyone has one





2. Good for business--Gateway to China





3. Spread democracy & christianity.





4. Spread civilization even if “Burden”




b. Opponents formed the “Anti-Imperialist League”

           

1. “Despotism abroad will beget despotism here”

           

2. “We will be involved in military cauldron of Asia”



c. McKinley: “Tormented I falls on my knees . . .”

           

1. “Profit joins piety”

           

2. $20 Million: “7 m people at $3 a head”

           

3. “We can Christianize, Civilize, and Protect ‘Little Brown Bro.’”    



d. Sen. Nelson: “We will come to the Philippians as ministering angels

    



1.  be greeted as heroes.”

    



2. A continuous refrain
   


e. Bryan’s role
B. But hero worship did not happen Anti-Imperialist fears proved correct

     1. Philippine rebellion 

        a. Aguinaldo felt betrayed—Cuba got indep, why not us?

        b. Atrocities grew, Reconcentration Camps—Thousands died

        c. Am’s new anti-Immigrant, anti-Indian, Jim Crow supported all this


2. But soured US on “formal” empire


3. Wm Howard Taft
C. Now we have a baby Empire

     1. How should we treat possessions?


a. TellerAmendment

               1. We will Never annex Cuba

               2. Europe laughed



b. Platt Amendment

            
1. Naval base

            
2. Cuba: “No treaties compromising independence”


c. Foraker Act 1900 - Puerto Rico



1. PR have its own limited government




2. President appoint governor




3. Citizenship of PR only




4. So, PR controlled by informal empire




5. Citizenship in 1917

2. Supreme Court and Empire



a. Rights for new empire?




b. Insular Cases




c. Downs v. Bidwell-colonies not have same rights as Americans

       

d. “We recoiled from making barbarians part of the US.”
D. Rise of an “Informal empire”

    1. Problems in Philippines

        
a. Am had a change of heart

    

b. We will use “trade & eco power and avoid the military”

    

c. We will spread Democracy and make a profit. 


2. Informal Empire and  LA



a. Preserve Monroe - Keep Europe out

         
b. Expand trade

         
c. TR: Build a Canal  

3. China 

     

a. Missionaries first

     

b. Then economic interests     

          

1. Textile wanted to clothe the 400 million Chinese

   


2. Agri: China needs food




3. Industrialists: China needs RR


c. As Manchu dynasty weakened, Spheres of Influence grew.




1. Europe carved up the ‘ripe melon.”




2. US: “We want to join too.”



d. John Hay—Economic interests influenced “Informal Empire” FP



1. “Open Door notes”





a. Trade and investment in China 

    



b. Did not require taking colonies

    



c. Kept markets without tariffs.



2. Then Boxer Rebellion & 2nd Open Door Notes

    



a. China resisted being a door mat

    



b. “Kill the Foreign Devils”
E. All happening during the Election 1900
John Garraty:  “The new century brought,' astonishing changes to America.  Victory in the Spanish-American War made it clear that the United States was now a world power. Industrialization ushered in giant corporations. sprawling factories, sweatshop labor, and the ubiquitous automobile. A huge wave immigration was altering the face of the nation, especially the cities, where a majority of Americans lived by 1920. With bigger cities came bigger fears of crime, vice, poverty, and disease.” 

Changes of such magnitude raised vexing questions. 

What role should the United States play in the world, or as America becomes a world power, what shape should her foreign policy take?

How could the enormous power of industry be controlled? 

What are the top 5 characteristics that new immigrants need to make their way in America? 

What should the country do about racial inequality at home, as it moves onto the world stage and begins to encounter other civilizations?                                                    

III. TR and Post war FP

       A. TRs “Bad Neighbor Policy”

            
1. Expanded “informal empire” 



2. We change policy and become involved in World affairs





a. First LA:  TR Corollary

               
1. Iron fisted intervention

                       
2. Made Caribbean  “Yankee Lake”

                       
3. “Speak softly & carry a big stick”




b. US handle $ problems in LA  

    




1. Begin with DR

         



2. US to Germany:“You shall not intervene” 

         



3. Or quoting Gandalf




c. The “Big Ditch” — Crucial for Informal Empire





1. World leaders and Industrialists long sought canal route 

       



2. France tried in 1879, but failed.
      


d. Then 1898 War emphasized need for canal

           


1. Importance of USS Oregon in Cuba

           


2. Help defend PR, Hawaii, and Philippines.  




e. Legal issue:  Clayton-Bulwer-1850/Hay-Paunceforte 1901





f. Where? Panama or Nicaragua.
     




1. France offered to sell material in Panama

     




2. France - Philippe Bunau-Varilla fire sale for $40 million





3. But US experts favored Nicaragua






4. Then Mt Pelee exploded






a. Destruction was extensive

         




b. Hundreds perished

   



g. Now need a treaty with Columbia?
           


1. 6 mi + 10M and $250,000 ea. yr. 

           


2. Columbia changed price

           


3. TR angry




h. Panama revolt
     




1. Surprise—Hay-Bunau Varilla Treaty with Panama






2. “I took the canal” - New low in US-LA relations
       



3. Called “Rape of Panama,” by Colossus of the North

       



4. Weaker nations now US puppets.  .

B. Booted & Spurred, TR charged into international affairs


1. 1904-05, Russo-Japan War

       

a. Fear Russia in Manchuria




b. Sudden attack and devastating defeat for Russia



c. Portsmouth Treaty

     


d. Japan and Russia unhappy
     


e. But Nobel Peace Prize

     


f. Now US prominent in world affairs

2.“Gentlemen’s Agreement” – 1907




a. 1905 War increased Japanese immigration to CA

         

b. SF fire destroyed much of the city




c. Mayor advocated segregation of “yellow peril”



d. TR to Japan: 

             

1. End immigration & no segregation

             

2. Japan unhappy again



e. And yet, Japan and US now rivals in Asia.
IV. William Howard Taft 

 
A. Ratifies “Informal Empire with Dollar Diplomacy”


B. Dollar became diplomat



1. $ not mil—US treasury protect investments abroad

    

2. “We must invest or Germans and Japanese will.”

     


a. Guaranteed bank loans 

               b. Manchurian RR
          3. Ironically, such loans in LA increased mil intervention

        

a. Haiti and DR instability brought marines

        

b. Rebellion in Nicaragua threatened the Canal
V. Wilson changed tone not the end results of our FP

A. Missionary Diplomacy—Avoid TR Jingoism

B. Critical of TR “Big Stickism” &  Dollar Diplomacy.

    

1. Disliked TR’s blustering imperialism 

       
2. Suspicious of Wall Street & banks



3. And No Manchurian RB


C. Despite intentions, no real difference from TR



1. Problems in LA reinforced the informal empire


2. Constant invasions by US troops-protect US interests

     

3. By 1914 five “protectorates”

D. Biggest blunder – Mexico


1. Revolt-Madero killed




a. Huerta - WW refused recognition

           
b. Carranza


2. Vera Cruz

         

a. ABC “Help”




b. Poncho Villa


3. Villa attacked the US



4. US and John J. Pershing invade Mexico looking for the ladrones

The Era of Progressive Reform

I. Roots of Progressivism


A. Characteristics - Definition

 

1. Reform mood 

        

a. Fight “corruption”

       

b. Regulate business: Granger-Populists 

              
c. Social ills--slums, child, & women labor

          2. Progressive Mind

             
a. Moralists-Paternalistic, moderate, middle class

                 
1. Man is good-Evil in institutions

                 
2. SD-LF obsolete



b. Intellectuals-Reform wo radicalism

        


1. Academics

            


a. Social scientists--R T Ely, John Dewey

            


b. Social Gospel




2. Writers and Artists

       



a. Muckrakers:  "Something is wrong. . .”

            



1. Magazines-McClure’s 

            



2. Elite controlled rich lawyers and threatened democracy







3. Religion had become materialistic
            



4. Monopolies grew        

            



5. Elites controlled politicians who were often immoral
            



6. Stronger Sherman & ICC.





b. Journalists 

     





1. Henry Demarest Lloyd--Standard Oil 

     





2. Lincoln Steffens--corruption in city politics

     





3. Ida Tarbell--Standard Oil.





c. Art in Progressive Mind- Ash Can School

     





1. Henri, Sloan, Lukes

     





2. City and slums as models.
 
3. Failure of radical reformers

      
a. Socialists 

          

1. Eugene V. Debs 

          

2. Big Bill Haywood -IWW

      
b. Marxists.

4. Contradictions

    

a. Improve working - oppose unions

        
b. Favor local socialism - oppose nationalization of RR

        
c. Favor individualism - support prohibition

        
d. Increase democracy - oppose African Americans.
B. Progressivism in action

     1. City reforms

          a. "Political corruption root of problem" 

               1. San Fran, Rudolph Spreckles, 

               2. Toledo-Sam"Golden Rule" Jones - minimum wage

               3. New York - Seth Lowe - tenement reforms

          b. City manager - Galveston - “Home Rule.”

2. State Reform

     

a. Boss run machines 

         

1. N. Bosses ran state machines

         

2. Rural pol control state leg

     

b. Reform governors

         

1. Robert M. La Follette - Wisconsin Idea

             

a. Direct primary

             

b. Limit campaign $

             

c. Income tax

             

d. Conservation commissions 

          

2. Uren - Oregon plan (Initiative, Referendum, Recall).
 


3. Social reform

      


a. Utility socialism 

      


b. Women - children

           


1. Muller v. Oregon (1908) 

                


a. Brandeis Brief 

                


b. Eco - sociological evidence





2. Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 1911

     





a. 146 die--Most immigrants

     





b. Outcry for safety laws.






c. Child labor.

3. Conservatives reaction

     

a. Supreme Court - 14th Amendment

     

b. Child labor law unconstitutional

          


1. Lochner v. NY (1905)-Cannot deprive worker of rights 

          


2. Hammer v. Dagenhart 1918--Child labor laws UC

          


3. Adkins v. Children's Hospital (1923)

              


a. Min Wage for women Un Con

              


b. Overturned in Hotel v. Parish 1937
 C. Theodore Roosevelt

       1. Background

       2. “Go slow”- Between Sumner - Debbs

           a. Support middle class

           b. Oppose “lunatic fringe.”

3. Domestic program - Square Deal--Three C’s

           a. Conservation--Newlands Act--$ for irrigation in dry west 



b. Control Monopolies - Square Deal part 2

     

1. Avoid tariff 

     

2. Trust Buster        

           
a. Regulate not bust indiscriminately 

               

1. “Good trusts" and "bad trusts" 

               

2. Used Sherman Act selectively 

                   

a. Northern Securities Trust 

                       

1. RR holding Co

                       

2. Dissolved

                   

b. Meat packers 

                   

c. Standard Oil 

                   

d. American Tobacco.



b. Strengthen ICC

    



1. Elkins Rail Road Act-Disallowed rebates

    



2. Hepburn Act

        



a. ICC set rates

        



b. Inspect records

        



c. Outlaw free passes.



c. Consumer Protection in Square Deal

    



1. Changed attitude toward labor

    



2. 1902 coal strike 

        



a. United Mine Workers

        



b. John Mitchell vs George Bear.




3. Meat Inspection (Sinclair's The Jungle). = Pure food and Drug Act

    



4. Child labor - factory inspections - Minimum wage (all fail).


3 Reputation rose with Progressives

    


a. Moderate

         


1. Reformer, but. . .

         


2. Assured business not opposed to them

             


a. "Gentlemen's Agreement”

                  


1. "We check books 

                  


2. You fix things.

             


b. Not embarrass conservatives.
D. Struggle for women's suffrage 

     1. A.W.S.A. 

     2. More radical N.W.S.A.--Stanton - Anthony lead it 

     3. Arguments favor

         
a. Politics be less corrupt

         
b. Wars would end. 

     4. Argument against 

         
a. Vote in west 

         
b. "superior" abandons equality.

5. Merge in 1890 into NAWSA 

         
a. Congressional Union 

         
b. Alice Paul - 19th Amend.
E. Moving Left

     1. Roosevelt grew more liberal--1908 

  

a. Income tax 

         
b. Regulate interstate bus 

         
c. Attack courts

     2. Lost all reform from the right.
 II. William Howard Taft:

  
A. Election of 1908 

            1. Bryan again

            2. Referendum on TR.

B. Listless Conservative-Progressive

    

1. Intelligent, experienced, public spirited 

    

2. “Carry out TR policies” 

         

a. Enforce Sherman Act 

         

b. Add to forest reserves

         

c. Mann-Elkins Act 1910—strengthened ICC--suspend rate increases.

C. Problems emerge 

    

1. Lack of stamina & vigor

    

2. Disliked use of executive power. 

    

3. Refused to smooze Congress  

    

4. Tariff: Payne Aldrich angered many

    

5. Ballinger-Pinchote (Conservation) Affair.
IIII. Election of 1912 - Break up of Republican Party

       A. Division in GOP

            1. TR in Africa

            2. Taft allied with Old Guard 

       B. TR return in 1910 

            1. House Speaker Cannon 

            2. TR - "New Nationalism"

                
a. Stronger govt

                
b. Regulate behemoths.
 
C. The Election

     

1. Stormy convention

     

2. Third party - Progressives

         

a. H. Croley 

         

b. New Nationalism

     

3. Democratic - Wilson

         

a. “New Freedom"

         

b. Break up trusts.
IV. Wilson’s first term


A. New Freedom in action

 

1. 16th Amend (1913) 

              a. Income Tax

              b. Underwood Tariff-Reduce rates

          2. Federal Reserve Act (1913) 



a. Regional banks (begun by Lincoln)




b. Provided for “elastic currency”
          3. FTC (1914) (Similar to New Nationalism)




a. Consumer protection




b. Regulation of business practices
          4. Clayton Antitrust Act (1914)

              a. Prohibit monopolies

              b. Forbid “unfair trade.”

B. Surprisingly he stopped. 

      
1. Not help farmers, workers, child labor

      
2. Against union exemption from anti-trust laws 

      
3. Opposed women vote

      
4. Progressives grumble.

C. Progressives & minority rights

     

1. Reactionary. 

         

a. "Gentlemen's Agreement" 

         

b. Dillingham Commission 

         

c. American Indians 

         

d. African Americans

             

1. Segregated Govt

             

2.  Ignored increased lynching

      
2. Militants break from B.T. Washington.


3. Increase black militancy

    


a. New leaders - W.E.B. DuBois 

         


1. Represent N. black intellectuals - activists 

         


2. Outraged by WW racism & BT acquiescence

    


b. Niagara Falls Movement 

    


c. NAACP.

D. Conservative reaction

     

1. Support concept of individualism - Liberty 

     

2. Oppose Progressive govt protection - Equal op.
