
THE TURBULENT 50s AND THE COMING OF THE CIVIL WAR
Objective: Understand the forces behind a new American Intellectual trend, and how those forces contributed to the political events that led to the separation of North and South in 1860.

I. Reaping the Havoc of Manifest Destiny and Expansion


A. Review:  



1. Historiography 


2. Slavery and the Compromise of 1850
       

a. Successful?  How know?

         

b. “Does Congress have the right to decide slavery in the territories”

      

c. By 1850, was war preventable or inevitable?

B. By mid 1850s where does American stand on slavery?  



1. Was Wilmot the same as abolition?



2. If Ramsdell-Phillips were right, should the South worry about Wilmot?

C. But, if Jaffa-Stampp were right, was Wilmot a threat to slavery in territories?

     

1. If North follows Wilmot, was slavery in Ala or Miss threatened? 

     

2. If the North follows Jaffa was slavery in the South threatened? 

     

3. If Phillips & Wilmot were right, was Southern society threatened?


D. What was the key issue after Mexican War? 

          
1. Slavery?   Expansion?

 

2. Election of 1852


3. Election of 1852--No major issues




a. Democrats - Franklin Pierce





1. Pro-Southern “Doughface”





2. Seen as best man to enforce the Compromise




b. Whigs: Winfield Scott—Dump Fillmore for a General

              

1. American System + Support Compromise of 1850

              

2. S. Whigs doubted Scott’s loyalty to Fugitive Slave Law




3. Huge win for Pierce



4. So, both North and South wanted Compromise to work



II. Peace for a moment


A. Manifest destiny fever 



1. Young Americans sought expansion-Japan next




a. Commodore Matthew Perry




b. US sails into Edo Bay—1853—Trade treaty



2. Gasden Purchase-1853




a. Everyone loves the Gadsden purchase




b. At least most people do

B. Events move swiftly

     

1. Enforcing compromise and fugitive slaves

         

a. Victory for South was costly

         

b. Resentment grows



2. Harriett B. Stowe wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin




a. Stung Northern consciousness




b. Killed chance of taking Cuba



c. Ostend Manifesto 1854





1. Pierce secret negotiations





2. Cuba for $100 million


3.  Despite resentment, Slavery difficult to touch

       


a. Robinson 

       


b. No policy available to stop it

      


 c. Southerners held great pol power

       


 d. Abolitionists had no political power

              


1. Easy to condemn, but difficult to end it

              


2. Garrison could only burn Constitution 

       


e. Personal Liberty Laws - Unconstitutional






1. Prigg v. Penn






2. Ableman v Booth



4. Southerners reacted quickly with hostility to Stowe's portrayal of slavery

C. 1854 “Everything flies apart”



1. Stephen A. Douglas --"I'll be like Polk"




a. Young American




b. Election showed Americans want MD





1. Let’s expand (Whitman and Melville)





2. New markets—industrial growth 




3. Aggressive foreign policy





2. KANSAS NEBRASKA ACT 1854




a. Use Railroad to knit nation together (JCC)
         



1. Chicago over St. Louis

         



2. The goal of making SAD president
  



3. Introduce new plan to counter Gadsden





4. Illinois as hub—“Douglas 1856” 




b.  To stop S. filibuster, repeal Mo. Comp 1820 (S. wants route thru Az)





1. Allow Popular Sovereignty to decide





2.  Douglas expected expansion fever to unite Dems




c. Not anticipate catastrophe





1. Destroyed compromise of 1820 and 1850





2. Ended Northern help on Fugitive Slave Law


D. Kansas-Nebraska Bill caused chaos.



1. Many Northerners saw 36'30" as sanctified



2. South cool at first but felt needed to support



a. Quickly, Kansas becomes ‘the disputed” territory




b. Emotions and tensions increase


3. Harmony of Compromise of 1850 gone




a. Tension—Wilmot Dem in North unhappy




b. S. Dem supported SAD




c. Then in 1854 election 65 N. Dem defeated--their numbers drop 





from 90 to 25 in HOR
1. But they won in 1852
2. What did that indicate about the Compromise?




d. Northerners began sahying:  “It’s a conspiracy to expand slavery.”




e. True?



4. Whigs also split 




a. Southern Whigs joined S. Democrats




b. Northern Whigs looked for a party



5. So, political chaos ensued


6. As a result, Rise of two new parties




a. Republican = Northern Whigs and Free Soil Dems join Republicans




b. Know Nothings become the American Party (Cotton Whigs+Anti Imig)


7. While parties fell into shambles, Kansas exploded 




a. N. E. Immigrant Aid Soc. vs Boarder Ruffians




b. Lecompton v. Topeka






1. First elections





2. Two capitals





3. One based on fraudulent election; the other illegal




c. Pierce did nothing




d. HOR sat frozen in inaction




e. Rhetoric toxic inviting problems



f. John Brown begins his Kansas Raids




g. Then Brown raided Harper’s Ferry in 1859




h. ”Brown was like others who brood over the oppression of a 

     



people till he fancies himself commissioned by Heaven to 

     



liberate them. He ventures out and ends in little else than his 

     



own execution."


8. Debate on Kansas in Congress




a. Key issue: SAD and Pop Sov now?  When?




2. Hyperbole and Sumner-Brooks Affair galvanized the North

E. Abolition Historiography



1. James Gilbert



2. Martin Duberman

F. In the Midst of all this--Election of 1856



1. Democrats 

                a. Dump Douglas 

                    1. Hurt by Attacks in Kansas & Sumner Affairs

                    2. His KN “compromise” turned sour 



    b. James Buchanan of PA—Out of country

                c. Keep Pop Sovereignty


2. Whigs gone: Republicans-John C Fremont- “Free Soil”



3. American Party (Know Nothings)- “Anti-immigrant -Fillmore




4. Buchanan wins




a. But Republicans see IL, PN, IN, NJ





b. Find a more conservative candidate wo past


G. Was war inevitable at this point? "Irreconcilable Conflict"?



1. Buchanan said let the Supreme Court decide slavery in the territory issue



2. Dred Scott v. Sanford-1857 and return of R. Taney




a. Slaves can’t sue




b. 5th Amendment; 36’30” void




c. “Thunderclap”




d. South delighted




e. SAD “stunned”




f. Popular Sovereignty and Wilmot now “unconstitutional”




g. Rep Cry: “Slavery isn’t shrinking.  We are becoming a slave nation.”

     



 Was this True or political hyperbole?


3. Lecompton again





a. Buchanan told Congress to Pass it.




b. But ironically, Douglas now opposed Lecompton




c.  As a result, the South turned against Douglas





After the Dred Scott decision, the South did not need Douglas

H. Historiography of Civil War Causation—Part A



1. JG Randall



2. Arthur Schlessinger jr.
I. Rise of Lincoln 
     

1. 1858: Abe became a national figure-Threat to Slavery?




a. Lincoln-Douglas Debates—High level debates made AL nationally known




1. Lincoln begins and uses the new Republican cry: 

               



 “Douglas is part of a Democratic plot to expand slavery” 








a. “House Divided” (Radical or not?)





b. Douglas has done nothing to stop the spread of slavery






c. Kansas is a crisis point between slavery and freedom.





d. “Kansas and Dred Scott plot to nationalize slavery”






e. “We must put slavery on the Road to ultimate extinction”





f. “There will be another Supreme Court decision declaring that the 

    





Constitution does not permit a state to exclude slavery. . .  So, 

   


 


either we will stop the spread of it and place it on the course of 

    





ultimate extinction; or slave advocates will push it forward  till it 

    





shall become lawful in all the states.”




2. Douglas response: “You see!  I told you.  Lincoln is an abolitionist.”  






a. Republicans will destroy slavery and “unleash the negro upon us”






b. “Lincoln is not only pro abolition; but worse—he is a negrophile.”




3. Lincoln defends himself from this attack.






“Douglas has accused me of being a negrophile.  I will have none of it.”
“ I am not, nor ever have been in favor of brining about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races (applause); that I am not, nor ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office nor to intermarry with white people.  And as much as they cannot so live, while they do remain together there must be the position of superior and inferior, and I as much as any man am in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race.”



4. SAD: “I tell you now, Lincoln supports racial equality 

      


and like all Republicans he favors negro/white miscegenation”.
5. AL: “Don’t misunderstand.  When I say that blacks have natural rights, it does not    mean that they have equal standing in society. Judge Douglas is horrified at the thought of mixing blood by the white and black races. Agreed for  once-a thousand times agreed.”



6. The further South he went the more he repeated the phrase

                        “I do not hate slaveowners . . .”



7. Back in Freeport Lincoln springs the trap





a. Do you believe in the Constitution





b. If so, can you still believe in Popular Sovereignty?




8. SAD: 

                  
a. Yes Freeport Doctrine





b. Yes, deny police protection

J. Historiography of Civil War Causation part 2


1. Eric Foner



2. Eugene Blassingame


K. The Election of 1860


1. Republicans: Lincoln v. Seward



a. Lincoln won nomination




b. Platform was Wilmot


2. Democrats split



a. Southern Democrats demand SAD resend “Freeport Doctrine.”



b. Northern Dem leave and meet later – Douglas


3. . Southern Democrats pick VP John Breckenridge




a. Uphold the Constitution and agree with Dred Scott




b. Oppose secession



4. Const. Unionists-John Bell

                
a. Old Whigs and Know Nothings.





b. Uphold the Constitution and keep things the Union as it is.



5. Douglas becomes national statesman at this point




a. Election did not indicate strong sentiment for secession




b. Breckenridge favored extension, but not disunion





1. Breckenridge got less votes than Douglas and Bell





2. He did not carry his own state of Ky



c. Lincoln wins with 39% of the popular vote

    


1. Even if all other candidates joined together—he still wins

    


2. It signaled Northern dominance of the political processes.

L. South Carolina secession-December 16, 1860.  But this time not alone



“It is too small to be a republic on its own, and too large to be an




insane asylum.”



1. By February 1861, the Deep South was gone


2. Buchanan not Forceful: “Can’t stop war by starting a war.”



3. Some said: “We just need Old Andrew Jackson for one hour”



4. Northerners including Lincoln said: “Wait and see.”

II.  Lincoln and the War

A. Lincoln’s First 100 days-lack of leadership?



1. South Carolina secession and its effects




a. South not in trouble





1. Supreme Court in Southern hands





2. Republicans not control Congress





3. Constitution will not touch slavery





4. Why let the Canadian border drop to the Ohio River?




b. So why secession?





1. Weary of abolitionist nagging





2. North won’t fight





3. No more debt and vassalage to north





4. Eventual threat to tariff





5. World Wide nationalism stirred south.





6. But more worrisome to the South:

                            
a. North too powerful

                            
b. Now “They” have Presidency  & supported John Brown 

                            
c. Rep also passed those dreadful Personal Liberty Laws






d. And last, Lincoln’s election was an insult
    




e. In the future the North will “run all over the South.”

    





1. Dozens of free states will form from N territory

       




2. Immigrant population moves North 







3. Eventually, the North will control the Supreme Court



c. At this point Crittenden proposed his Compromise





1. “Never abolish slavery—it will always be protected in the S”





2. This was ok with Lincoln





3. 36-30-- Lincoln said “No!” (Here is Lincoln at most radical)

III.  Lincoln’s First Administration-- Early Problems


A.  Fort Sumter



1. Resupply?



2. In April sent Star of the West



3. SC fired on Ft Sumter



4. Lincoln called for 75,000 troops



5. Upper South now leaves the Union



B. Was it a Blunder? 




1. Why Ft. Sumter?  Was it a strategy to start the war?




2. All other Federal Institution were gone.  What’s so special




3. So, cunning president? Or was he a poor diplomat?




4. Did this help the Union?  Unlikely, since upper S now gone




5. Now they have a heart beat




6. Given Lincoln’s attitude on slavery only Sumter explains the war?



C. The importance of the border states

      

1. AL recognized he had to shift right to hold KY

          


a. In 1862 he saw importance of Border States

          


b. Without them the war was lost
     


2. So, now he builds a union coalition




a. To do this need to appease Crittenden--why not earlier?





b. “I want God on my side, but must have Ky.”






1. Abe had to hustle to Crittenden







a. “You can have slavery and be in the Union too.”







b. “I won’t invade you—you will be treated as a neutral”






2. Then in 1861, Abe helped Crittenden win elections 






   a. Md had strong Secessionist movement





 
   b. AL jailed 23 Md legislators--Unionists men won 





c.  Crittenden talked about AL differently






1. He is good man






2. AL help JJC win & disfranchise opponents





d. Awkward:  Freemont freed fugitive slaves--AL countered it





e. AL was building a new Union coalition--and it wasn’t anti-slave




f. This is different AL--why not say this before?

IV. War and Politics


A. Northern Domestic issues



1. Balance of Forces between North and South



2. South better off than 13 colonies, but North had major advantages




a. Huge farms and factories 




b. Man power 22 to 6 (+3.5 million slaves)




c. 3/4 all RR (30,000 mi)




d. All sea lanes for shipping to North


B. Foreign involvement (always important)



1. S. counted on the silent looms of England



2. UK has huge over supply of cotton + Stowe


C. The Confederate Constitution & Government



1. Fatal Weaknesses of Confederate Congress--States hold power



2. Jefferson Davis




a. No party system--it was Bell v. Breckenridge in 1860




b. Anti-secession silent-Fire-eaters no CSA offices




c. So factions grow-Davis v Governors (try keep militia) Big weakness




d. Douglas supporters left reluctantly and kept quiet


D. Politics of War



1. What about anti-Slavery in the North?



 
a. Lincoln’s position in 1861




b AL to blacks: Voluntary colonization?




c. AL: War for Union (to appease JCCrittenden)



2. How do we view the South?



3. Slavery?




a. Non-extent ion is moot--Congress abolishes slavery in territories




b. Wilmot passes




c. Then 1862 Radicals abolished slavery in DC



4. AL said nothing but sensed change: 




a. He proposed compensation in Border states--“Drop Dead”




b. AL frustrated with JJC--To Greeley: "I'll Free them if it helps"






( My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, 

              


and it is not either to save or to destroy slavery. 

              


If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would 

              


and if could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; 

              


and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others 






alone I would also do that. But no one will be free if we lose--so it’s Union first)



5. At this point, Northern Generals need came and said we black troops



6. That settled it-Emancipation in two parts.



a. To prevent UK and France from supporting the South

           
b. Slaves in South—"Forever free"




c. Border states angry but radicals too 





1. Crittenden felt betrayed, but by ‘62 he could not secede





2. Radicals claimed he had not touched slavery at all.




d. Regardless, there was now no possible compromise with the South



7. On the other hand, historians who love Lincoln have another view: 

    


a. There had to be a higher meaning to all this death and suffering.  

    


b. God has made this a “moral” war and transformed America.

    


c. “It simply could not be a blundering mistake.”





d. Over the course of Civil War, he saw Union and Slavery as linked

    



1. Lincoln historians begin: “He always opposed slavery”

        




a. But they know this is a tricky statement so they add:

        

2. Then they conclude: “The war was for union, but he’s on Rushmore because he   






freed the slave.”






3. Alen Guezelo:  

    




a. “The war itself was the crucible for Lincoln’s transformation. It  transformed 








his vision of why the Union was worth preserving.  To Lincoln, the Union 








stood for something other than just an aggregation that was perpetual-it stood 





for something significant. This transformation resulted from the intersection of 




the Declaration of Independence, and the carnage that the war brought to 




Americans, both North and South.”







b. The evidence was his famous House Divided and of course,   







the Gettesburg Address in 1863-- “He used the Declaration to attack expansion 







of slavery.”  (But equality here meant for immigrants to the territories)







4. Of course, all this caused a huge mixed reaction in North








a. Election of 1862









1. Democrats win









2. Claim Republicans were pro black








b. Lincoln shifted again








c. Downplayed emancipation


8. Civil Rights for whites




a. Undeclared war raised question: What is treason?





1. It is good for Rep to label Dem as traitors





2. 1862 suspend Habius Corpus--arrests begin-13,000




b. Made it hard to ask logical questions:





1. How is war going, Abe? (N. not win many battles)





2. Is secession legal?





3. Why don’t we negotiate?




c. Clement L. Vallandingham-”Copperhead”





1. Pro South





2. Negotiate 





a. Abolition caused war






b. Republicans are negrophiles




3. Military charged him with treason



d. So 1862 AL in a fix




 
1. Alienated boarder states





2. Angered Radicals





3. Revitalized Democratic Party




e. AL back to middle





1. Not discuss Black rights





2. Only preserving Union





3. ‘Sympathetic” plan for returning Southern States

V. Economic Stress and Economic Boom of the War


A. Northern wealth



1. Recreated American System




a. National Banking System (using multitude of state banks)





1. Greenback and $2 Billion in bonds





2. Income tax + Tariff




b. Homestead Act in 1862



2. Tariff, Bank, Internal Improvements


B. South refused to tax



1. Printed $1 Billion



2. Inflation

VI.  The War


A. Union strategy-total war 



1. Pivotal Point: Antietam and emancipation



2. Lee’s Last Lunge  (Gettysburg)




a. Why go North?





1. Needed supplies --Va war torn and poor





2. Help Democrats in North with upcoming elections in 62






a. Free Maryland from Lincoln's bayonet






b. Effect:   Britain and France will recognize the South




b. Failure got the South nothing



3. Grant captured Vicksburg & Lincoln found a general


B. The Election of 1864 



1. AL controlled convention and got re-nomination




a. Platform changed name of party from Rep to Union





1. Lincoln wanted to shed image as pro-black party





2. AL picked Andrew Johnson as new running mate—A War Democrat from Tenn.




b. Too few wins—too many deaths worried AL 





1. Lincoln’s election in doubt 





2. Radicals pass Wade-Davis bill (50% swear loyalty)





3. Lincoln’s Veto





4. Radicals react by calling for new convention



2. Then Democrats nominated George B. McClelland




a. Peace plank-Played into Lincoln’s hand




b. Helped AL -- looks very pro-north





1. Back to center





2. “Candidate of the Three Bears”




c. Sherman helped 



d. Real difference between parties was the extremes





1. Extreme Democrats were pro South





2. Extreme Republicans were abolitionists



e. Lincoln won a 2nd term with his southern strategy


C. 
Grant Outlasts Lee


D. Martyrdom and Consequences

A Fool’s Errand: Reconstruction wo Radicalism
Objective:  Understanding the problems that Republicans faced as they attempted to bring the white and black South back into the Union.

Thesis: The Era of Reconstruction was largely the South’s fault due to its intransigence over the slave issue.

              Significantly, the Republican plans for protecting the Freedmen had little chance of success in the 1870s.
I. Political issues 1863-1868


A. How to Redeem the Confederate States?



1. What changes necessary in South? (Drastic? Gradual?)



2. What would status of Freedmen be?  (Citizens?  Equal?)



3. Who would be in control? (Radicals? Moderates?)



4. How Drastic? (Albion Tourgee)



5. What would “black freedom” look like?


B. Historical debate

    

1. Radical view



a. Albion Tourgee’s A Fool’s Errand.  1880

    



1. Northerner carpetbagger

    



2. Only 5 years

            




a. Threatened

            




b. Disheartened-Discouraged



b. Tourgee’s thesis: Changing S culture--a generation 

   



1. North no heart - negrophobia

   



2. Violence discouraged N.

   



3. Preferred to exploit West


2. Dunning School--Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind




a. The "tenacious myth" of Reconstruction





1. "Poor Scarlet and the abuse of the South





2. Corruption by Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedmen




b. Denounce Republican Radicalism



3. Revisionist-1960




a. Kenneth Stampp




b. Democracy comes to Mississippi





1. Blacks controlled only 5% of offices





2. Corruption in the North worse



4. Post-Revisionists-1980 – Back to Tourgee



a. Civil Rights ended after M. L. King’s death

             



1. 2nd Reconstruction ended in disappointment

             



2. Northern whites abandoned Civil Rights



b. Democracy doomed

          


c. Southern intransigence

          


d. US racist-U.B. Phillips was right



e. After Obama?



C. Presidential Recon: How to bring back South & Freedmen  





1. Lincoln’s 10% plan produced Tension between Abe and Congress 


2. Andrew Johnson - the Conservative Republican




a. Personality and background shape his view




1. Little man who opposed large Southern planter





2. But he was also very opposed to black rights




b. 
 b. Johnson told the South: 

          


1. “Disfranchise planters & repeal secession”


      


2. Repudiate Confederate debt

          


3. Ratify 13th 

          


4. Keep freedmen under control




c. Johnson’s Summer governments  (Summer 1865) 10% plan





1. Issues blanket pardons to former Confederates





2. Southerners elect former Confederates to office





3. Southern resistance continued in form of violence and riots




4. More worrisome to Radicals, the South passed Black Codes


D. Congressional Reconstruction-1865-1877





1. Northern reaction to “intransigence.”

     


2. Radical Republicans

         


a. Both Thaddeus Stevens & Charles Sumner 

             


1. Need stronger measures against the S.

             


2. Must protect freedmen





 b. Stevens and Sumner demands were steep 

       



1. Black Rights—Voting for freedmen







2. Land ownership


   




3. Harsh treatment of “traitors”


 





3. Moderates reject Radical and AJ--feared a white backlash like happened in 1862








a. Formed Join Committee






b Created Freedmen’s Bureau Bill in 1866 







1. Designed to assist freedmen with education







2. Supply food to those in need.






c. Civil Rights Act of  1866






1. Undue Dred Scott 







2. Testify in court







3. Hold Property







4. Use courts to sue







5. But Not Vote




4. Johnson veto Civil Rts & Freedman’s Bureau






a. CR was first veto over-ridden by Congress in history






b. Freedmen's Bureau passed again in 1866





5. Then Radical and Moderate Republicans passed 14th Amend






a. Citizenship for all people born in the US-5th applied to states





b. Equal protection for all citizens of the US (Crucial for US Business later)





c. No guarantee black vote






d. CSA debt repudiated






e. All pardons for Civil War issues to be done by Congress





6. Ratification of the 14th Amendment






a. Johnson opposed the Amendment—“Vote NO”






b. “Swing around the Circle”

   




1. “I’ll give you traitors.”

   




2. Moderates pushed away














c. Election of 1866--Rep sweep-- Northerners reject AJ 






1. Support some rights for Freedmen







2. But most Northerners opposed social equality





7. Republicans now control ¾ of Congres




8. Pushed by Radicals, Joint Committee passed Reconstruction Acts






a. Divide South into Five military districts.

      


b. Southern States were re-created

  



c. Now to be readmitted the former Confederate states must:

      



1. Create new Constitutions with new voting laws

      



2. Must use Wade-Davis (F Douglass said most important bill for freedmen)

      



3. Must ratify the 14th Amendment

      



4. “Democracy comes to Mississippi”




9. Radical then moved to protect their plan.

          


a. Impeach Johnson








b. “Tenure in Office Act”





  
c. Results.

F. Politics after Johnson



1. Election of 1868--Grant vs. Horacio Seymour




a. The General vs War Democrat





1. Who should run Reconstruction?





2. Republican Radicals call for Black Vote--Moderates resist





3. Dem:  "Return to White supremacy in the South"





4. Dirty campaign:  Bloody shirt vs "Negrophile"




b. Grant wins with Negro” Factor





1. Grant 3 million to Seymour 2.7





2. 700,000 blacks in south 





3. Lose 2/3 majority, but Rep have Grant now





a. Republicans change mind about black voting






b. Turn to 15th Amendment






 c. Voting for black men immediately became Embroiled in Women’s issues
    d. Feminists anger at being left out.

                            e. Anthony attempted to vote, was arrested, and put on trial
                            f.  At this point many feminists abandoned the black civil rights issue.

II. Black and Tan Politics in the South--1867-1877


A. Southern Republicans--disorganized group 




1. Carpetbagger

      
2. Scalawag & Freedmen


B. The new S Rep governments faced political - economic challenges

     

1. Ravage of war required revenue

     

2. Bridges, railroad, and artificial limbs needed taxes
     

3. It put pressure on “poor Scarlet” to find money


C. Successes and failures




1. Stampp: 

          

a. No elected black Governors-Few elected to office





b. Freedmen sought land, education, and the vote

2. In the North Grant encountered his own post war problems





a. Corruption-Credit Moblier, Whiskey Ring and Indian Ring




b. Panic of 1873 and Greenback issue

        


1. Should we return to hard money?

        


2. West wanted more “soft” money.


D. Social Changes in the South during Reconstruction



1. South destroyed in war



2. $4 Billion in slaves evaporated




a. Need new labor system to replace slavery

 



b. Sharecropping

E. Republican begin to retreat from Reconstruction




1. Republicans relied on 15th Amendment to protect the freedmen



2. Terrorism and insurrection increased against S. Rep. govts.




a.“Mississippi Plan” 





  
1. Terror tactics





  
2. Congress enacts Force Acts-1870-71 (Called KKK Acts)





b. By 1875 the 15th Amendment in jeopardy






c. Reign of terror was effective because of Northern indifference






1. Northerners tired of hearing about Southern problems

         





a. Grant refused to help

         





b. "Let's focus on the economy”
    




2. Blacks were intimidated and few voted 




d. Grant wins re-election but by 1874-Dem win House for first time since 1854


3. Last Ditch effort—radical final try




a. Civil Rights Acts of 1875 




b. Supreme Court Overturned in 1883





1. Called the Slaughterhouse Cases





2. Supreme Court declared 1875 Civil Rights Act unconstitutional


F. Election of 1876--Reconstruction’s Last Gasp



1. Rep R. B. Hayes vs.  Dems S. J. Tilden



2. “Miss. Plan used in LA, FL, SC” (184 to 185)




a. Only Union troops left in the South were in these 3 states

 


b. Violence disputed results in LA, FL, SC




3. Compromise of 1877 and a truce to end Reconstruction




a. Southerner in cabinet




b. Remove last union troops




c. Blacks in hands of white southerners




d. South is back in control of race issue

VII. Langston Hughes “Long View” and W.E.B. DuBois and Black Reconstruction
Langston Hughes  “The Long View: Negro”

Emancipation: 1865

Sighted through the 

Telescope of dreams

Looms larger,

So much larger,

So it seems,

Than truth can be.

But turn the telescope around,

Look through the larger end--

And wonder why

What was so large

Becomes so small 

Again.

WEB Du Bois  “Black Reconstruction”

After that glorious moment, when men threw off the chains of oppression from mother England, America thus stepped forward in the first blossoming of the modern age and added to the gifts of the Renaissance and to the vision of democratic self-government.  What an idea!  And what a land of promise!  The new nation possessed endless natural resources such as earth seldom exhibited before; it held a population infinite in variety, self-reliant and unafraid of man or devil. 

Yes, America was the supreme adventure in the last great battle of the West, which would release the human spirit from lower lust and set it free to dream and sing.

And then some unjust God leaned, laughing, over the ramparts of heaven and dropped a black man in the midst.

It transformed America. It turned democracy back toward Fascism; it restored caste and oligarchy; it replaced freedom with slavery; it removed the name of humanity from the vast majority of human beings.

But not without struggle. Not without the writhing and the pitiful wail of lost souls. White men said: “Slavery was wrong but not all wrong.  God made black men; God made slavery; the will of God be done; Slavery to the glory of God and black men as his servants; slavery as a way to freedom--the freedom for whites; white freedom as the goal of the world and black slavery as the path thereto.  Up with the white world, down with the black!

In 1870 the former slave stood free;  Stood a brief moment in the sun; then moved back again toward slavery. The whole weight of America was thrown to color caste. The colored world knelt down before America; A new slavery arose, and Democracy died remembered only in the hearts of black folk.  

Tony Kirshner screen play for movie “Lincoln”

"I think that what Lincoln was doing at the end of war was a very, very smart thing. And it is maybe one of the great tragedies of American history that people didn't take him literally after he was murdered. The inability to forgive and to reconcile with the South in a really decent and humane way, without any question, was one of the causes of the kind of resentment and perpetuation of alienation and bitterness that led to . . . the rise of the Klan and Southern self-protection societies.

"The abuse of the South after they were defeated was a catastrophe, and helped lead to just unimaginable, untellable human suffering. So had Lincoln not been murdered, and had he really been able to guide Reconstruction, I think there's a good reason to believe that he would have acted on those principles, because he meant them. We know that he meant them literally, because he told [Ulysses S.] Grant to behave accordingly."

9. Was the Compromise of 1877 inevitable?

10. Eric Foner asked you for your opinion on the questions: 

      “Was Reconstruction radical?”  What is your answer to Foner and why?
