Manifest Destiny & Its Blundering Legacy


Objective:  Understand the forces behind a new American Intellectual trend, and how those forces contributed to the political events that led to the separation of North and South in 1860
I.  “Westward the Course of Empire . . .”


A. John Tyler-A President without a party



1. Clay ego—thought he should be president



2. Tyler rejected Whig fiscal plans





a. Veto Bank

   



b. Veto Tariff

       




1.  Tariff of 1833—Each year reduce to 1816 level of 20%

    




2. Panic of 1837 left government short of money






3. By 1841 Clay wanted a New tariff - 25% but Veto




c. Abandoned by Whigs






1. Resignation of Whig Cabinet






2. Rejection of Tyler's nominees






3. Tyler quickly a man without a party


B. Tyler foreign policy 



1. Webster-Ashburton Treaty




a. Aroostook War




b. Mesabi range



2. Tyler turned to Texas Annexation?




a. Texas rebellion—refusal to accept Mexican rule





1. Jackson was ambivalent about annexation





2. Concerned over slavery—postponed taking Texas




b. S. Houston fear Santa Anna — ally with UK+

        



1. UK sought cotton—stop US movement 

        



2. Smoke screen for Europe in western North America






c. Tyler wants Texas—turned to Calhoun -injected slavery into treaty




d. N. Whigs dislike spread of slavery —distrust Calhoun





1. Critics said: Calhoun was pro slavery






2. “Texas is pro slavery plot cooked up by Calhoun.”





3. Besides, JCC had left the party




e. Conscience Whigs defeat the treaty




f. In reaction S. Dem and Cotton Whigs pass Gag Rule—No Petitions

               3 At the same time: Oregon 




a. Thousands rush west




b. Boundry dispute with UK


C. Manifest Destiny and the Election of 1844



1. Candidates Clay and Van Buren “cut a deal”




a. "No Texas"




b. Southern Democrats dump Van Buren



2. Nominate James K. Polk-Jackson man- Tennessee




a. Even though its an inflammatory issue, Let's annex Texas




b. In addition, "Let's take Oregon too 





1. 54-40" Line





2. Then let’s go west to the California harbors





3. “We are destined to dominate the continent.”



3. Clay waffled -




a. Might take Texas




b. Birney's Liberty Party: "No Slavery"



4. Polk won with close vote in NY over slavery issue




a. Importance of 3rd party




b. slavery a national issue



5. Tyler used Joint Resolution to annex Texas


D. Polk’s Administration: “One of “America’s Best?”


1. Foreign Policy dominated




a. Texas is in—now Oregon--49th parallel





1. Drop “54-40”





2. Not Southern interest





3. Was this shrewd or deceitful?





4. Perhaps “deft” but it had serious consequences 

                



1. Anger Northern Dems

                



2. N. Dem don’t trust “Southern leaders.”









5. Accepted by most to avoid 2 front war




b. War with Mexico—California - the real prize





1. John Slidell Mission:  “Remind Mexico about their debs and Get CA”

                


2. Mexico angry over Texas boundaries

                    


a. Nueces River or

                    


b. Rio Grande








3. Taylor-the Whig-to Rio Grande River





4. War message: “US blood has been spilled” (Lincoln's Spot Resolution)

               




a. Northern Whigs split on War vote

               




b. Many voted yes to avoid problems of 1812

                   




1. But N. Whigs suspected Polk wanted slave territory.

                   




2. 174-14 Whigs caved in

                   




3. JR Lowell: “MA forgive her; she’s kneeling with the rest.”




c. War:  Three pronged attack of Mexico





1. Taylor to Sonora, 





2. Winfield Scott to Mexico City





3. Fremont to California





4. Democratic war creates 3 Whig heroes—Taylor, Scott, Fremont




d.  Treaty negotiations





1. Nicholas Trist troubles






a. Lack of Mexican government






b. Annoyed—Polk wanted All of Mexico!! 





2. Treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo






a. Mexican Cession for the US






b. 1/2 million square miles for $15 million





c. Whig opposition forced him to accept Treaty 





3. Results of Mexican War






a. Increased size of US






b. Demonstrated American power to Europe






c. Marked ugly turning point in Latin American-US relations







1. Before 1845 Uncle Sam seen as friendly--Monroe Doctrine







2. Now, Colossus of the North was seen as a "greedy bully"






d. Prepared Military for Civil War






e. "Roused the snarling dog of slavery and the beast did not stop 






yelping until drowned in the blood of Civil War.”\



2. Historiography




a. Neo Conservative —“One of the great.”





1. Put US together





2. 2nd Andrew Jackson




b. New Left attacks





1. Deceitful, arrogant, aggressive bully





2. War “unconstitutional-unjust”





3. “Weathervane not a leader”


E. Treaty problems



1. Growing Northern opposition to more slave territory




a. David Wilmot-Wilmot Proviso 





(He assumed Congress could decide question of sl in territories.)





1. Angry at Polk over 54:40

             


2. “No Slavery in Mexican Cession”

                  


a. Territories for “Free White Men.”






b. “Mexico will only be slave territory”





3. Northern Democrats angry at Polk over "54-40" join Wilmot (D)




4.  Wilmot Passed House of Reps but failed in Senate





5. So, was it Wilmot or Wilmont?




b. Southern reply:  Calhoun Memorandum






1. Congress has no right under 5th Amendment 





2. Slave holder can take property anywhere



c. Polk said:  “Let’s just extend 36’30” 

    



1. Opposition from N. Whigs and N. Democrats

    



2. Most of Mexican Cession is below 36:30



d. So, In 1848 the issue was Wilmot or Calhoun






2. Irony—desire for territory waned

    


a. Worry about morality of Manifest Destiny

    


b. Concern about all new territory involving slavery



c. Tucson not included in treaty

    


d. Ultimately, Gadsden Purchase 1853-54 will be much less contentious.

F. With continued expansion—what about slavery in territories?

              1. Charles W. Ramsdell  — “The Natural Limits of Slavery Expansion”




a. Cotton not spread past East Texas

              

b. Nature stopped slavery.



c. Slavery die by 1880




d. No need for abolitionism--No need for Wilmot or Lincoln.

2. Harry Jaffa  “The Natural Limits of Slavery Expansion”



a. Cotton and slavery were not the same thing




b. Blacks work other fields




c. South could expand both in and outside 

     



1. South made profit (Stampp)





2. Southerners needed to expand



d. Thus, slavery is a moral issue:  Need Lincoln to stop expansion.
  
G. Election of 1848 "Let's keep Slavery out of this."



1. Whigs nominate their hero-Z. Taylor (Fillmore-NY)




a. Whigs had no platform and took no stand on Wilmot 




b. He was hero to the North




c. But a Southern plantation owner for the South


2. Democrats convention was more contentious




a. Polk not run but favored extending 36-30




b. Van Buren then sough support of Wilmot and the Free Soilers




c. Lewis Cass of Michigan supported Popular Sovereignty



d. Van Buren had support of Northern Wilmot Dems




e. But in 1848 Southerners dominated Democratic Party


3. Van Buren was angry at S. Dem and left the convention




a. Forms a 3rd political party--Free Soilers (Barnburners)




1. Northern Democrats + Conscience Whigs





2. Platform was Wilmot



b. Appeal to the free white man’s anti black feelings




c. Appeal to anti-slavery in the territories Northerners.




4. 1848 Election results




a. Taylor took 8 free states and 7 slave states




b. Cass took 8 slave states and 7 free states




c. Van Buren's influence in New York swung election to Taylor


5. So, condition of South in 1850

    


a. Economically well off with high cotton prices

    


b. Solid leadership in White House

    


c. Equality in Senate


6. But Southerners worried about several issues

    


a. Population disparity in North
    


b. More agitators against slavery

    


c. Fugitive or run away slaves - 1000/yr

H. Taylor-Filmore take charge in 1849



1. Suddenly, Gold in California



2. The slavery problem returned again



3. Gold rush-California wanted in as 16th Free state



4. No Southern slave state to balance 15-15 tie.



5. Taylor’s plan for new western lands




a. Admission of NM and CA now--by pass traditional methods

    


b. But the South opposed this idea: Slaves not go to NM

    


c. Also the North opposed it: “No more slave territory”

I. Clearly, there was need now for a new compromise



1. The three aging giants stepped forward--Clay, Webster, Calhoun



2. Henry Clay’s Omnibus Bill



a. Comp of 1850




b. Weather and climate prevented slavery from expansion



c. Help from Stephen A. Douglas of IL





1. CA to be a free state—NM Pop sovereignty 





2. No slave trade in DC, but strong fugitive slave law





3. Texas debts to be paid--its a bribe



3. Calhoun objected 


4. Taylor opposed but “ate them bad cherries” 


5. Filmore oked the Comp of 1850



6. Results:




a. Who got better deal?





1. CA tipped balance





2. Fugitive slave law stirred up a storm





3. Moderate Northerners began to side with anti-slavery northerners.




b. BUT did the Compromise of 1850 work?  How can we tell?

II. Rise of Middle class and the Effect of Democracy and Industry on American Culture

   A. Early 19th century America

       1. Tocqueville’s observations

           a. Democracy in America

           b. Americans believe “in equality of conditions.”

               1. One middle class

               2. No institutions of inequality

               3. Neither birth nor intellect was significant

               4. Wealth transitory 

               5. “Tyranny of the majority”

        2. Other views.

  B. Changing structure of American society

     1. Highly mobil people

         a. Population doubled every 22 years.

         b. Migration west and new Northern towns

     2. Changing work patterns

         a. In 1800 at home--1830 outside home

         b. 1800 most on farm

             1. Urban worker was an apprentice

             2. Factories relations more complex

                 a. New rules--hours, drink

                 b. Owner distant-social divisions increased

                 c. Factories moved



   d. But no labor unions formed until 1830s


3. Family changes

    

a. Father gone

    

b. Wife dominated

         

1. Altruistic pedestal

         

2. “Separate Spheres”

         

3. “Cult of True Womanhood” 

             


a. Woman’s place-ONLY in the home

             


b. Moral backbone

             


c. “Piety, purity, domesticity and submissiveness”

          

4. Parenting changed

             


a. Fewer children (middle class)

             


b. Mother more caring

     

c. Gap between middle class and poor widened


4. Strangers at the Door

    

a. 1790-1820 population 9m--all natural increase

    

b. End of war massive immigration

        

1. 60K/yr in 1830—250K/yr in 1850

        

2. By 1860 23 million--10% foreign born

        

3. Emerald Isle Comes west

            


a. Potato famine-2 million to NY & Boston

            


b. Remained in East too poor to move

            


c. No Red Carpet for Paddy

            


d. Irish race prejudice             




4. Germans pushed west--Irish too poor




5. Irish and Germans raised resentment

   



 a. Drinking 

    



b. Language

    



c. Religion




6. Need for Associations

    



a. World novelty

    



b. Social issues required associations

        



1. Over 300

        



2. Local causes

           




a. Alcohol--drunkenness

            



b. Elderly-deaf, blind, orphans

 C. Religious and Utopian Reform in the air 

    1. Second Great Awakening 1820-1850

        a. Counter to deism but reject Calvin

           1. Predestination disappeared

           2. Goodness of children


b. Charles Grandison Finney

        
1. “Salvation in own hands”

        
2. Emotional release through personal testimony

        
3. Sermons entertaining--no fire and brimstone

            

a. Singing

            

b. Testimonials

            

c. “Anxious bench”


c. Middle class women 3/4 of new converts

        
1. Moral center 

        
2. Ironically, many moved out of home to help organize revivals

    2. Utopian fever

        a. Jackson & GA

        b. Experimental communities 

            
1. Religious communities

            
2. Shakers--Ann Lee--segregated--celibate

          
3. Amana and Oneida communities 

                
a. John Noyes sought “perfect world”

                
b. Sharing community with complex marriage



4. Brook Farm



5. LDS-Mormon-most successful

    


a. Joseph Smith

   


 b. Began in NY Burned Over

        


1. Complicated and new

            



a. Highly Controversial 

            



b. Prophet

            



c. Polygamy

        


2. Moved to IL then Utah

    


c. Fastest growing 

    D. An age of Reform


1. Political-Jacksonian Democracy

     
2. Economic

         
a. Transportation

         
b. Industry

         
c. Agriculture--Cash crops

     
3. Social 

         
a. 2nd GA motivated reform

         
b. Associations

         
c. Individual reformers

             

1. Thomas Gallaudet--Deaf

             

2. Samuel Howe--Blind 

    
  
d. New Institutions replace home care

            

1. Science: “Environment shaped personality”

            

2. Orphanages, poorhouses, prisons, insane asylums

                

a. Philadelphia system

                    


1. Solitary confinement to reflect

                    


2. Many went insane

                

b. Auburn system-silence but increased social contact





c. D. Dix championed cause of mentally ill



  e. Temperance reform

    


1. Busybodies attacked alcohol

        


a. Most successful 

        


b. US enormous drinkers in 1820

             



1. Highest consumption level in history

             



2. Inexpensive, socially acceptable, and easy to get

    


2. American Temperance Union 1826

        


a. Finney supported it 

             



1. Converted wives 

             



2. “Crime begins with drink”

        


b. Factory owners: “Drink hurts production”

        


c. State enacted anti-alcohol laws in 1840s

    


3. Opposition from German and Irish immigrants



  f. Slavery, Abolition, and social reform     

    


1. Abolitionists were most ambitious reformers

    


2. Northern attitude in 1820

        


a. Slavery wrong, so not allow here

        


b. Constitutional and property rights

    


3. Formal opposition

        


a. Quakers

        


b. Wm Lloyd Garrison

            



1. Highly religious

            



2. Founded Liberator-1831

            



3. “Non-violent immediate not gradual emancipation”

            



4. Supported complete equality for women and blacks




4. Frederick Douglass supported Garrison

    



a. Followed WLG until 1840

    



b. Pro Constitution after 1844 election

    



c. “Must fight within the system”

    



d. Avoided conflict




5. Massive opposition

    



a. North opposed equality

    



b. $10,000 bounty in South

    



c. Most abolitionists opposed immediatism

        



1. Arthur and Lewis Tappan turned to “gradualism thru politics”

        



2. Too violent--too radical

        



3. Organized Liberty Party

        



4. Opposed the women’s issue



  g. Women’s Rights 

    


1. Women had few rights in 19th century

        


a. Cult of Domesticity

        


b. No public speaking

        


c. No property--no wills 

    


2. Call for rights came from female abolitionists

        


a. Opposition to female abolitionists raised conscienceness

        


b. Disrespected in London

        


c. Rejected “spheres--second class” idea




3. Elizabeth Stanton organized Seneca Falls-1848

    



a. Saw need for organization

    



b. Declaration of Sentiments

  E. Impact on America Culture 


1. Education

        
a. 1820 few public schools

        
b. By 1840 North required mass ed

           

1. Free pub ed -- Horace Mann

               

a. Faith in improvability of humans

               

b. Mass law 1837

           

2. All Northern states had pub ed by 1850

               

a. Americanize immigrants

               

b. Instill value of work

       


c. Few schools in South or West





d. College--Prestige fell 

    




1. Prestigious before Rev

        




a. First five presidents--only GW not a grad

        




b. After Jackson, none

    




2. Numerous private colleges

    




3. Few state universities

    




4. Low standards

    




5. Irrelevant curriculum

    




6. No grades, lax discipline, little classwork


2. Literature and philosophy

    

a. Copied European romanticism

        

1. Raw nature, primitive people, individualism

        

2. Jacksonian emotion vs reason

   

b. James F. Cooper--1st Novelist

   

c. Emerson, Transcendentalism, and Romanticism 




1. Reject “horror” of Fr Rev 

     


2. Transcendentalism-new direction

          


a. Anti-science, individual, glorify nature; reject reason 




    


1. 1st: Subordinate thought to feelings






2. 2nd Worship individualism—stress inner self







a. Unique and self reliant







b. Institutions unimportant 








1. Escape past- “Be not bound by it.”








2. Escape chains of Religion








3. Transcend reason with intuition 






3. 3rd Glorify nature—Contentment lay in wilderness







a. Mystical intuitive look at life--alienation & melancholy


  




b. Self is part of nature-nature is God

 





c. Humans insignificant in infinite



d. Thoreau--Walden

                
1. Philosophy





a. Society kills individualism  

                

b. Live with nature

                

c. Attack conformity

                
2. Civil Disobedience

                

a. Disliked Mexican War

                

b. “Govt cannot force individual to do something immoral”

                    

1. It denies liberty--Majority rule is evil

                    

2. Cannot just escape into space-West--a la Crevecour

    


3. Opposition to Emerson-Thoreau

    



a. Limits of Individualism

    



b. Need community

        



1. Selfish

        



2. What would community of Thoreau’s look like?  Anarchy?

             



a. Ironically, Its a case of the Inside wanting out

             



b. Douglass and Stanton wanted in



e. Edgar Allen Poe-Tortured genius

    


1. Pure romantic--mystery, fright, occult

    


2. Most famous 1918 and in France



f. Nathaniel Hawthorne

    


1. Lonely, introspective, pessimistic

    


2. New England center

        


a. Scarlet Letter

        


b. House of Seven Gables--decay of Puritan society

    


4. Disliked American materialism and democratic conformity



g.  Walt Whitman

     


1. The Transcendentalist poet

     


2. “Extraordinary love of self, individual, America”

          


a. “I celebrate myself, and sing myself”

          


b. Celebrate the common man



h. Herman Melville—the best




1. World travel and adventure




2. Disliked Emerson’s optimism of “inherent goodness”

     



a. A “Dark side” of humanity





b. Dangers facing a nation





c. Over-reaches because of pride





d. Excessive exalted sense of destiny





e. Most profound author

    




1. Excessive individualism endangers all

    




2. Message reaches into the 23 century

III. Sectionalism Dominates the Union

      A. South

      
   1. Agrarian--small urban areas—grew at slower pace

               a. Cotton king-75% all exports up to 1860

                   
1. 2/3 in Alabama and Mississippi

                   
2. 1/3 grown west of Miss R 



     

3. In 1850s South experienced rapid fluctuations in crop prices

               b. Upper South more diversified

                   
1. Wheat, cotton and tobacco 

                   
2. Ky small industry—discouraged by temper of Southern culture


    2. Slavery expanded

   


a. 1850 slavery 10,000 x price of cotton

    


b. Slave trade boomed and shifted west

        


1. Miss bought 10K/yr

        


2. Upper South sold slaves west (helped raise $ for own agriculture)

        


3. By 1850 1 million sold west

    


c. As expense grew, ownership concentrated

        


1. Only 1 in 4 owned slaves (500 acre with 20 slaves most common)

        


2. 3/4 Yeoman farmer

    


d. Plantations profitable

        


1. All capital in slaves--Limited industry

        


2. None in marketing or transportation

        


3. North did it all


3. Plantation life

    

a. Medium plantation--small village with 20 slaves

        

1. Main house, barn, kitchen, guest house, forge, slave quarters

        

2. Most things made on site.

            

a. Food, slave cloths, weaving

            

b. Furniture, china, shoes purchased

    

b. Fewer “Spheres” than North

    


1. Owner at home

    


2. Wife’s responsibilities

        


a. Nurse, disciplinarian, run house, education, refined

        


b. Unmarried women learned culture and grace



c. Slaves system

    


1. Labor

        


a. Most worked fields

        


b. House servants cared for all children-white and black

    


2. Housing

        


a. Single room, dark, fireplace

        


b. Average five to a cottage


4. Sociology of slavery

   

a. S. say: “Better living conditions than North and Latin America

        

1. Increased natural population

        

2. Adequate food, clothing, shelter

        

3. More humane than factory life

   

b. Slave family—Paternalistic (Genovese)
       

1. No legal marriage - no rights

       

2. Intricate family relations

   

c. Slave religion


5. Psychology of slavery

    

a. Highly controversial

    

b. Do institutions effect personalities?

    

c. Sambo or rebel? 

        

1. Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner 1831

        

2. Sambo and Mammy



  
3. 500,000 free blacks in South





a. Caste





b. Both Southern and Northern free blacks owned property

 
6. Slave Historiography

    

a. UB Phillips--“Central Theme of Southern History”

        

1. The South is America with a difference--It is a “white man’s country”

        

2. Define: Not geography, not religion, not cotton

           


a. A place where “the negro becomes numerous enough to create a 

               


problem of race control.”

           


b. Slaves were generally happy-few rebellions

        

3. Abolitionists misunderstand Southern fear of “Little Africa”

        

4. Republicans are a threat -- Lincoln is a Republican



b. Kenneth Stamp--"A Troublesome Property." 

    


1. Slaves saw it as a system of labor extortion.   

       


a. S. whites thought blacks liked slavery (Phillips)



    


b. They knew blacks could be deceitful. 

 
    


c. Black naturally focused on Freedom





  

1. They saw their masters enjoy freedom




  

2. They knew it was possible for them


   


2. To make the system work, whites treat slaves badly.


   


a. Slaves gave in only because whites had power 

      



b. However,  most protested!!!


   


c. Resistance took many forms



    


1. Insolent



    


2. Runaways--evidence is that there were lots of runaways.

          



3. Self sabotage--hurting self, suicide, murder

          



4. Slave Rebellions--and rumors of others



          



a. Nat Turner-Gabrile Prosser-Denmark Vesey  



       


b. Refused to join useless plots that could not succeed.


          



c. Having to use force meant that slaves were not content.





d. Phillis wrong about race—Racism followed slavery and degradation of blacks




3. So, what was Stamp’s cause of the Civil War?





a. Southerners freak out about these slave rebellions.





b. Slaves helped create war by forcing South to see them as a threat

   



c. Phillips wrong -- race wasn't important.  


    



1. The problem is really slavery not race.


    



2. Stamp is saying slavery did not affect blacks 



 


3. Just end slavey, everything will be ok.


   7. Manufacturing in the South

    

a. Demand for slave labor limited industry 

    

b. Small manufacturing developed despite agrarian mentality

    

c. In 1860 only 15% of all manufacturing in US

        

1. Flour and lumber mills

        

2. Iron and coal in Va, Ky, and Tn

        

3. Textile in Appalachian area

  B. The North

     1. Industrial juggernaut

         a. Between 1812 and 1850 manufacturing exploded 10 x

         b. Massive energy reserves

             1. Coal in Pa

             2. Steam permitted flexibility location

         c. Technological change

             1. Machines reduced labor

             2. Individualism increased inventions

        d. Raw materials 

            1. Needed for industry

            2. Remained chief national export

         e. Healthy labor  

             1. Immigrants

                 a. Cheap transportation shipped goods--brought immigrants

                 b. Steam replaced clipper ships

             2. Farm to city

         f. Capital

            1. European money

            2. California gold

            3. Corporations money

    2. Northern labor

    
a. Irish famine killed half Ireland’s population

    
b. Poverty and starvation drove millions out of Ireland

       c. 1.5 million immigrants—largest group in 1840s and 1850s

       d. Unskilled Irish took low paying jobs

       e. Pushed girls out of Lowell

   
f. Increased urban crowding

        
1. Little sanitation

        
2. No recreation

        
3. $5/week

        
4. Child labor


g. Nativism & violence

  3. Industry produced wealthy

    a. Division of labor became more complex and society stratified

    b. Ironically, little identification as working class and egalitarian ideal endured.

 4. Railroad increased commerce further

    a. Steam on river

    b. RR eventually replaced canals

        1. Baltimore and Ohio was first 1830

        2. Early problems

            a. Panic of 37 slowed development

            b. Technical issues

                 1. Steep grades

                 2. Sparks

                 3. Wooden rails



c. Financing expenses

                 1. Labor and materials

                 2. Private investors 

                 3. Public aid

                     a. Cities and states sold bonds

                     b. Bought stock

                     c. South blocked federal spending

                     d. 1850 Illinois Central 

                          1. Opened up fertile land

                          2. Advertised indemnity zones overseas



d. RR economic impact

    


1. Effect on multiple areas

        


a. Farmers produced more near RR

            



1. Fertile land now accessible

            



2. Transportation 

                 



a. Cash crops to market

                 



b. Access to world market

                 



c. New technology-Deer plow-McCormick reaper

            



3. Farm income rose

       


b. Impact on cities

           



1. Chicago becomes RR capital

           



2. RR capital produced more banks

           



3. Growth of factories--Steel

   


2. Effect on sectionalism

      



a. Microcosm of sectional tensions

      



b. East connected with West increasing nationalism

      



c. Now South less essential

          



1. North-West hostile to slavery expansion

          



2. South relied on Miss R-little on RR

C. Economy before the Civil War

     1. Remarkable economic growth

     2. All areas exploded

         a. Manufacturing

         b. Agriculture

         c. Population

         d. RR

         e. Capital 

             1. Investments

             2. Gold

