War of 1812-Failure in Foreign Policy

Objectives: Understand the Neo Conservative and New Left view of both Jefferson and Madison’s administration, with special emphasis on the causes of the War of 1812 and the failure of Madison's War policy 

Thesis: 
The War of 1812 had four overt causes, but the main reason that the United States fought a disastrous two year battle with Britain was the blundering mistakes by Jefferson and Madison.  Devoid of military weapons, both men committed the US to a path of economic destruction and military peril from which only luck and the grace of providence protected the nation.

I. Jefferson-Madison & the Strange War of 1812 

    A. Historiographic Debate

     B. War of 1812--Background

         1. Jefferson’s disastrous Embargo

             a. No military

             b. Economic depression
         2. Election of 1808

         3. Madison

             a. Never traveled

             b. Short man who always wore black 

    c. Garraty said:  “He was a sickly Johnny Cash”
    d. A political genius
      C. Madison’s stumble into War


1. Long range causes



a. Small military



b. Weak economy





1. Embargo -  Non Intercourse Acts

                 



2. Macon Bill # 2   1810

                      



a. Trade with everyone, but if one repealed restrictions. . 
                          




1. Its a bribe
                          




2. “Desperate attempt to get respect for our naval rights”

        




b. Napoleon deception






c. Madison’s blunder


2. Immediate Causes

    

a. First Cause:  War Hawks Clay-Calhoun

        


1. 1812 New young S. and W in Congress

        


2. Tired of Revolution Talk—UK “No Problem”






3. Henry Clay





a. Down with the UK





b. Down with BUS





c. Bring on the war




4. War Hawks push Madison into war





a. Great intellect, but tragically poor executive.

    





1. Could not control factious cabinet

    





2. Should have known about vote in Parliament





b. Blackmail 




b. Second Cause: National Honor





1. World won’t respect new republic if not stand up





2. Henry Papers



c. Third Cause: Canada and Freedom of the Seas

              



1. A lush prize

             



 2. So near, so desirable, and so defenseless

              



3. War Hawks chant: “On to Canada”

              



4. NE Feds opposed —it will be more states for Republicans



d. 4th Cause: Tecumseh and the Prophet-Tippicanoe (Wm Harrison)





1. Unite Native America




2. Drive the Americans out




3. War Hawks:  “UK troops incited Tecumseh”




e. Pushed for war, Madison asked Congress for a declaration

    



1. Close vote—19 to 13 in the Senate

   



2. Dangerous degree of disunity

       




 a. NE solidly against war





b. Irony—landlocked West foisted war on seafront East

            





1. War greeted with muffled bells in East

            





2. “Impressment is an old exaggeration.”

D. Early enthusiasm faded 

    

1. Congress mobilized few resources

        


a. Jef’s States Rights led to confusion and disorganization 

        


b. Congress opposed new taxes for Navy



2. NE refused to cooperate claiming “honorable neutrality”

        


a. Instead, NE sent gold to UK

        


b. Mass sent Canada food and supplies for UK army

             



1. UK thought NE might secede and join Canada

             



2. UK never blockaded NE

   

3. Conquering Canada proved a mirage

        


a. Old generals were incompetent

        


b. Small UK army stopped US attacks easily.
   

4. Surprised at the “rag-tag” US Army

     


a. UK attacked DC



b. Actually little known but Dolly saved the day




1. UK arrest Keys, unfortunately,  not before he 
finished his tune
     



2. 3rd verse — Slaves and War bird


5. With the war going poorly, Madison faced internal dissension





a. New England’s neutrality





b. Hartford Convention






1. 2/3 vote for war






2. Eliminate 3/5 clause






3. One term presidents



3. Then "good news"





a. Victory at the Battle of New Orleans





b. The rise of Andrew Jackson 


4. New Orleans was a case where 2 and 2 made 5.

E. Treaty of Ghent



1. Early peace gesture rebuffed

      

2. Napoleon escaped from Elba

  

3. “Status Quo Antebellum”



2. John Garraty:   “Neither Jefferson nor Madison had prepared the nation for war.  After 10 years of Republican rule, they had successfully reduced the amount of democracy in the country, but also weakened national energies.  After six years of Madison’s presidency,  the United States was discredited and falling to pieces.  It was effectively bankrupt financially and militarily, with the army lacking recruits.  Washington was in ashes and NE organizing secession.  As late as 1815, division into several nationalities still seemed possible.”

F. “The Fruits of Victory”



1. Winners




a. New Nationalism-America went to war  divided - emerged united




b. Indian killers--Jackson and Harrison
  



1. Opened new territory for white settlers





2. Encouraged immigration “Work Hard be Industrious.”



c. Anglo-American  Rapprochement





1. 200 years of friendship





2. Rush-Bagot Treaty-on Great Lakes





3. Transcontinental (Adams-Onis) Treaty (FL)

                     



a. Acquire Florida —Set boundary in West                                                                       

                     



b. $10 million       




2. Losers




a. Native Americans





1. UK backed out on their promise to protect their former allies





2. America not allow NW area set aside for Native Americans






b. Federalists are gone





1. Hartford Convention hurt them

        



2. Witness relationship of JQ Adams and J. Monroe





3. End of Virginia dynasty with Adams as Sec of State

II. The Rise of American Nationalism  

Objectives: The problems behind the simultaneous rise of sectionalism and nationalism 


Thesis: As nationalism grows, it produces a tension in the various sections that the Constitution, political parties, and politicians cannot contain.

A. National Ideal in Era of Good Feelings



1. National feelings at end of War of 1812



2. Election of 1816 




a. Monroe's National Tour 




b. Return of Lafayette 




c. New National Art, Literature, and Philosophy





1. Novelists authors, and artists






a. Cooper --1st American novelist

After a suitable number of flourishes and gesticulations that promised much more than he could perform, the Raven let the tomahawk quit his hand  The weapon whirled through the air with the usual evolutions, cut a chip from the sapling to which the prisoner was bound, within a few inches of his cheek, and stuck in a large oak that grew several yards behind him.  This was decidedly a bad effort, and a common sneer proclaimed as much, to the great mortification of the young man.  On the other hand, there was a general but suppressed murmur of admiration at the steadiness with which the captive stood the trial.  The head was the only part he could move, and this had been purposely left free, that the tormentors might have the amusement, and the tormented endure the shame, of dodging and otherwise attempting to avoid the blows.  Deer-slayer disappointed these hopes by a command of nerve that rendered his whole body as immovable as the three to which he was bound.  Nor did he even adopt the natural and usual expedient of shutting his eyes, the firmest and oldest warrior of the red men never having more disdainfully denied himself this advantage, under similar circumstances.






b. Parson Weems

"When George was about six years old, he was made the wealthy master of a hatchet! of which, like most little boys, he was immoderately fond, and was constantly going about chopping everything that came in his way. One day, in the garden, where he often amused himself hacking his mother's pea-sticks, he unluckily tried the edge of his hatchet on the body of a beautiful young English cherry-tree, which he barked so terribly, that I don't believe the tree ever got the better of it. The next morning the old gentleman, finding out what had befallen his tree, which, by the by, was a great favourite, came into the house; and with much warmth asked for the mischievous author, declaring at the same time, that he would not have taken five guineas for his tree. Nobody could tell him anything about it. Presently George and his hatchet made their appearance. "George," said his father, " do you know who killed that beautiful little cherry tree yonder in the garden? " This was a tough question; and George staggered under it for a moment; but quickly recovered himself: and looking at his father, with the sweet face of youth brightened with the inexpressible charm of all- conquering truth, he bravely cried out, " I can't tell a lie, Pa; you know I can't tell a lie. I did cut it with my hatchet."--"Run to my arms, you dearest boy," cried his father in transports, " run to my arms; glad am I, George, that you killed my tree; for you have paid me for it a thousand fold. Such an act of heroism in my son is more worth than a thousand trees, though blossomed with silver, and their fruits of purest gold."





2. Hudson River Artists






a. Frederick Church--"Sierra Nevada"






b. Thomas Cole "Pastoral State"





3. From this comes the Turner Thesis—1893 (Not the Turner Diary 





after all this is Arizona and I don’t want you to get nervous).





a. The Frontier (West) created American democracy






b. "Waves" of settlement in the West created democracy

 




c. "Space" allowed people to move and start life again







1. Equality







2. Individualism







3. Love of Liberty







4. Westward the Course of Empire






d. Criticism of Turner Thesis







1. Pure individualism leads to anarchy







2. Equality and freedom are incompatible







3. If so, how do you explain slavery, race and genocide?


B. New political era—Monroe



1. Old guard wanted a safe president



2. Eclectic “compromise” National cabinet



a. JQ Adams (Sec St) - End Va dynasty




b. William Crawford-(organization)




c. John C. Calhoun-War




d. Jackson in New Orleans and Florida



3. Monroe “double crossed” Old Guard




a. Supported New Bank of the US--1816 with support of Clay




b. Supported JCC road building plan



4. Symbol of new Nationalism—Clay’s American System




a. Bank, tariff, internal improvements





1. National unity & economic growth depended on transportation






a. Calhoun “Bind the nation together”






b. Clay + Calhoun





2. BUS

     




a. 1816 Madison Chartered 2nd Bank 

     




b. Supply state banks with capital 

     




c. Control inflation

     



3. Next: Eco needed tariff --20 %

         




a. Again 1816—Clay-Calhoun sponsored 

         




b. National government needed revenue

         





1. North favored 

         





2. By 1820 South opposed

         





3. West held balance 

            





4. Vote always close






c. Irony—Connecting sections increased sectionalism



C. Nationalism in Early American Foreign Policy




1. Rush-Bagot-1817—Set tonnage on Great Lakes (undefended)

        
2. Monroe’s 1st goal--Adams-Onis (Transcontinental)-1819



a. Cost of $10 Million



b. Fix boundary line in West.

         
3. Monroe Doctrine 1823



a. Spanish Colonies revolt

              

b. Grand Alliance and British request



c. Adam's response



d. Significance for America--Isolate US from Europe.

III. Rise of Sectionalism


A. Nationalism influenced sectionalism 

          

1. Sectional issues emerge   
            


a. Opposition to BUS

              


b. Southern opposition to tariff

              


c. Internal improvements

                  



1. Western desire for cheep land

                  



2. Eastern opposition to land sales                                                               


d. Missouri Compromise-1st state from LA Purchase




1. Cotton increased demand for slaves

     



2. Northern resentment of  3/5

     



3. South fears about Northern restrictions








4. Tallmadge of NY vs Thomas of IL --(36'-30")





5. Maine and Missouri.





6. Jefferson:  "The Missouri question is the most portentous one which ever yet threatened our Union. In the gloomiest moment of the revolutionary war, 1 never had any worry or apprehensions equal to what I feel at this moment. The slavery question, like a firebell in the night, awakens me and fills me with terror.  With slavery we have a wolf by the ears, and we can neither  hold him nor safely let him go. I take it for granted that the present situation is a mere warning to a great, tragedy that must follow.



2.  Rise of new sectional leaders




a. North-Webster-Adams-Van Buren




b. South-Crawford-Calhoun




c. West- Clay, Jackson, and Benton





1. West emerged in American politics as balance between the N and S





2. Offered "space" for people to start over in quest for Am Dream
IV. J. Q. Adams and the End of Era of Good Feeling 


A. Election of 1824 



1. One party lacked party discipline



2. Chaos ruled.



3. Nomination and King Caucus




a. Candidates





1. Crawford-Clay-Calhoun





2. Adams vs Jackson




b. Jef disliked AJ supporting JQA




c. But caucus picks Crawford



d. Crawford fooled them – had a stroke and eventually died


4. Chaotic results: Election goes to the House

    


a. Jackson got more electoral votes



b. Election to House of Representatives




c. Clay was speaker





1. Clay westerner supported Adams





2. Adams made Clay Sec of State



d. Jackson call foul: "Corrupt Bargain"


B. Adams Administration 1825-29



1. Personality

  

2. Tariff of 1828 (Abominations)
              

a. South hated tariff since bought manufactured goods.

              


b. Fear growing power of the North

              


c. Fear future impoverishment with tariff


3. Calhoun's Exposition and Protest.




a. States Rights - States determine if laws fit constitution




b. Taken from Jefferson’s KY-VA Resolves

The Continuing Triumph of "Liberal" Democracy?

(Objective: Explain the factors underlying the rise of Andrew Jackson and the concept of Jacksonian Democracy)

Thesis:  Despite his statements to the contrary, Jackson was less concerned with the health of the American political and economic system, then with his desire to destroy Henry Clay and his American System
I. Rise of Jackson & Triumph of Democracy


A. Election of 1828 



1. Republican Party split in 1828--National Rep vs Democratic Rep



2. Ugly Campaign




a. Charge of "Corrupt Bargain" 




b. Charge of “Adultery and Murder”



3. Landslide Victory—Jackson Symbol of New Democracy


4. Rachel died


5.  Inauguration at Gadsby Hotel 



a. First Western President




b. Critic Charles Dickens



c. Despite critics political power shifting West




d.  Symbolized American expansion
          


e. Symbolized rise of the common man


B. Jackson’s Election Changes American Political Consciousness



1. Jefferson Meritocracy--"Best and Brightest" 




a. Education help leaders rise 




b. Enlightenment-Reason



2. Jackson brought into politics the idea of  ‘Equality of Common Man’




a. Rise in belief in Social Equality





1. Positive use of the word "democracy"





2. New Institutions Symbolize Social Change—Gadsby Hotel






a. Hotel needed for rising tide of travel






b. Everyone treated the same--even servants--common dining.

 



3. Decline in Deference






a. Clothes and Words






b. Elitism Attacked





c. Politicians now curry favor with masses




4. Attacked Institutions that support “inequality”






a. Caucus






b. Education unnecessary





c. Hierarchy smacked of monarchy





d. Bureaucracy—No permanent office holders






e. Revitalized suspicions of government


         

5. Personified the West

                 


a. Emotion superior to Reason 

                   


 (Fighten man more valuable than a writen man) 





b. Romanticism-Nature-“Your heart is near to God”





c. Western individualism, common man





d. Western states first to remove barriers for equality


b. Besides social equality, Jackson ushered in Political Equality





1. Rise of Universal Manhood Suffrage





2. Politicians: “I Understand Common Man” (Actual Rep)





3. Formation of two new parties



 


a. Natl Dem vs Natl Rep later to become Democrats vs Whigs



 


b. Increase in voting--27% in 1824 to 77% in 1840



 


c. Increase in elected offices and people running


     



d. Parties no longer evil







1. Need state organizations







2. Van Buren- Albany Regency




4. So, what caused rise in Democracy?

   




a. Turner-fronter?

   




b. Wood Revolutionary belief in equality?

   




c. Capitalism

       





1. Increase in Middle class

       





2. Panic 1819 caused increase in political interest






d. Irony of Slavery and increase in Democracy

       





1. Southern worry about slavery increased  interest in politics  

       





2. For example, Missouri Compromise

           






a. Tremendous discussion in S. Newspaper

           






b. Thousands interested in the discussion



c. Critics of new American philosophy




1. Tocqueville: Dem in America






a. AJ is the Revolution (Wood)






b. No institutions of inequality






c. Tyranny of the majority






d. Democracy produces -anti intellectualism





e. Uncontrolled growth







1. Eventually 40 states







2. Sectionalism will split nation







3.  “Union must fall”

II. Jackson's First Administration  


A. The New Common Man Democracy in Action



1. "Kitchen" cabinet 



2. Spoils System: "I will get them out, but. . ."



a. Adam’s men wiped away



b. It rewarded loyalty, but also included greater citizen participation




c. It encouraged people to get involved, elect candidates for the Party



3. Indian Removal-1st Major Issue 




a. Jackson's attitude 





1. Anti-Indian






a. From his mother






b. Campaign promise




2. AJ: “No independent nation inside US Territory”



 b. John Marshall:  Wooster v. Georgia and  “Trail of Tears”




c. “Mr. Marshall has made his decision . . .”



d. Indian Removal and Jackson historiography








1. Progressive-Turner & Schlessinger—Great Leader

               



a. Class conflict battle against the rich

               



b. Common man democracy




2. Neo-Conservatives--Hofstadter and Remini





3. New Left-Lucifora 

      




a. Jackson was no more than a Weathervane

      




b. For the New Left its all about the Trail of Tears





4. Then 9/11 and Jackson found new Neo-Conservative supporters.

 




a. The difference now was the “Although. . .” clause

 




b. Get off it you mushy New Left radicals, Jackson saved them.


B. Jackson Takes On the American System



1. First, Internal Improvements
    


a. Maysville Veto-1830

 


b. Opposed taxes for internal improvements

            


1. “This only benefited commercial interests.”

            


2. Maysville —“Unprecedented powers for govt to interfere in a st.”

             



a. AJ not oppose all roads

             



b. Just Henry Clay’s road



2. Next the Tariff and conflict with Calhoun




a. Small irritations





1. Van Buren's Discovery (1817)





2. Peggy O. Eaton--The Van Buren's influence 




b. Then Major Rift causes break with Calhoun





1. Clay balked at losing his American System






a. Clay passed compromise Tariff of 1832—rates to 25%






b. South Surprised--Jackson signed bill





2. South- Calhoun responds 






a. Land debate bluff







1. Foote (CN) opposed land sales in West







2. Hayne (SC) responded by defending the West







3. Webster-Hayne Debate






b. Jefferson Birthday Dinner Toast




c. Final straw--Nullification Crisis-1832 





1. South Carolina Special Session 






2. SC miscalculation





3. Jackson






a. “State may not nullify federal law—Union will not exist






b. Force Bill: “I will enforce the law”





4. Clay 1833 compromise tariff lowering rates





5. SC learned a valuable lesson




6. Were these dangers exaggerated?


3. Finally, Jackson and the Bank War -1832 




a. B.U.S.-Always controversial 




b. Ham v Jef; McCulloch; 1819 Panic; Biddle 




c. Jackson always had reservations regarding banks 




d. Clay's fateful decision to re-charter for Election of 1832





1. Jackson vetoes re-charter






a. "Unconstitutional" 






b. "Foreign (UK) Monopoly" 






c. "Elitist and Undemocratic" 






d. "Hampers Western growth" 





2. Jackson wins in 1832 by landslide





a. AJ said before that he was for one term presidents






b. Except for himself



e. Now Jackson vows: "I will kill it. . ." 




f. Killing the Bank and Consequences 





1. Jackson's "vindictive" reaction 






a. Personal attack by "evil" forces 






b. Taney removes money 






c. Biddle created artificial crisis in credit
    




2. He then creates "Pet Banks" 


       




a. Naturally, without BUS control inflation exploded in the West


      




b. Concerned, Jackson issued "Species Circular"








c. Lost control of economic swings




3. Increased power of President—Personally found BUS harmful

C. Rise of 2nd Party System--(D) v (W)"Party of Fear vs Optimism"



1. Whig Party Philosophy (Suspicious of Jacksonian Democracy)




a. Economically, Committed to "Dynamic" Gov't 





1. Enlightened and wealthy should rule





2. Stability, not “chaotic” individualism or LF






a. Bank, Tariff, Internal Improvements helped America grow






b. Support urban business and large farmers





b. Socially, Whigs committed to "Moderate" Christian Morality



2. Democratic Party




a. Protect individual freedom




b. Victims of conspiracies by elites

                

c.   Control elites

                

d.   Power to states.

                

e.   Inconsistencies
                    

1. Use Federal power only when convenient

                    

2. Control elite but protect slave holder

                    

3. Reject SC but support Ga - Trail of Tears

                    

4. “Species Circular”



D. Election of 1836 - Rise and Fall of Martin Van Buren



1. Van Buren --Jackson's hand picked man



2. Whigs:  Anti Jackson--Harrison, White, Webster-Whigs


E. Van Buren's Only Administration










1. Personality Change and Political handicaps—little charisma



2.  Big problems early for “Little Magician”




a. Many Democratic leaders were restentful





1. Jackson railroaded the convention





2. Inherited Jackson mantle without his popularity



b. Economic Woes- of 1837 resulted from Jackson-Jefferson economic policy





1. Rampant speculation and inflation by wildcat banks 





2. Specie Circular





3. Wheat failure and bread riots





4. UK bank failure and recall loans- US banks collapse




c. VB rejects Whig Banks, roads, tariff-, instead he installed Independent Treasury
III. Election 1840-"Log Cabin Campaign"  (Tippicanoe and Tyler Too)


A. Heyday for 2nd Party System 



1. Van Buren--"Reluctant" Democrats 



2. Whigs pick Harrison-Military Hero-Little known — No platform



3. First modern Presidential campaign 




a. No issues--Slogans only 




b. Character, parades, alcohol 




c. Large voter turnout-78% 


B. Bad luck for the Whigs—Harrison dies.
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