Unit 10

 I. Whither Goest America? 

“Our existence is ‘fragile’ and we live


“in a wold where change and growth seem 


to tower beyond the control and judgment 


of men. . .”  And then he added . . .Johnson doubts “Progress and Democracy”

A. 1930s—New Émigré (New Avant Guard)


1. Failure of Democracies in Europe


2. Sartre-Fromm



a. Americans shrinks from freedom—Tocquiville





1. Culture dumbed down





2. Conform to masses





3. “Consensus is king”



b. Consensus produces a "Nation of Sheep.”



c. Echoed in the 1950s by American writers and intellectuals

    



1. Salinger-Wilson

    



2. C. Wright Mills

B. Growth of Consensus

             
1. Growth of middle class--5M to 12M by 1960 




a. Blue collar - Labor union at its height

            

b. Immigrants declined--95% Native Born 



c. But “New sunbelt suburbs alienating sameness”



d. Transportation 

           


1. Rootless people-Motels

          


 2. Increases anxiety



e. TV - obsession with moderation 

         


1. Wasteland 





2. Bred to fit conformity





3. Values taught by TV


2.  Religion’s demanded Conformity

   


a. The Mega Church and religious toleration but can’t name 4 gospels



b. New consensus: “Feel good”  





1. Doctrine abandoned.





2. Religion’s social role abandoned to New Deal

C. Science and Technology in a nation of sheep

    

1. Science produced Progress in a “Love - Hate relationship”



a. One one hand— Curing deadly diseases



b. New technology increased speed of society


2. On the other hand, technology also had “disastrous secondary effects”.
   


a. Change made some things worse 





1. Auto 




2. Air pollution




3. DDT - Carson’s Silent Spring





4. World Population explosion



5. Plastic, Paper, Packages, and mountains of trash
    D. Paradox. The most powerful nation

   
1. Incapable of confronting these challenges, 

   
2. Citizens unable to achieve happiness


3. So, simultaneous Progress & Alienation



a. Anxiety increased 

           
b. A-bomb,

           
c. Relativistic atheism

4. Intellectuals seemed right - prosperity failed to provide fulfillment


a. National debt huge


b. GNP = trillion dollars, but . . .What did it mean?

5. Intellectuals turn to “Pop Art”


a. Jackson Pollock
   


1. Abstract Expression





a. inner landscape






b. drip method 
   


2. Seeking meaning out of the alienation from the bomb and computer


b. Pop and Op art



1. Confirms Emigre complaints 




2. Reflect speed & mechanization of life


             


 
a. Famous for 15 minutes

              



b. “Pop satirized American life 
II. Civil Rights

    A. The Transforming Years

1. DuBois departure metaphor for black movement

2. Does it signal the end of 2nd Reconstruction ?

3. Despite pessimism of black intellectuals, the momentum for change grew


a. Sit in 

         
b. Freedom Riders

4. But white resistance expanded.


a. ML King made “liberal” argument


b. Kennedy had a “Go Slow” attitude.

         
c. King pressured JFK—March on Washington--"I have a dream."


d. Finally, JFK moved to action

      


1. Calls for Civil Rights Act

      


2. Stalled by Southern Congressmen

5. Little was done until LBJ


a. 1964 Civil Rights legislation (Outlaws discrimination)

         
b. 1965 Voting Rights Act


6. With 65 CR Act—Freedom Summer





a. Even after CR Legislation—White resistance continued

         
b. Civil Right Workers Killed in Mississippi
B. End of “Non Violence” in the North & West

1. Black coalition split--SNCC scornful of Kings’s goals.



a. Rise of militant blacks


b. Stokely Carmichael and Black Panthers-

                     
 “No more cooperation with whites.”
 


2. In the North—Malcolm X 

                a. M.L. King was wrong  — Silly dreamer

                b. Non violence is the wrong path.

                c. Police are tools of white oppression

3. Violence is acceptable

    

a. Necessary for protection

     

b. “And separation is the answer for our race”
  

 c. Signs of Change in objectives, goals, and support

 
d. Calls for Black Separation



1. S. Carmichael-"I'm not going to beg. . .

            


a. “The Time for White involvement is ended.”

            


b. Black power



2. H. Rap Brown-"Get your guns and burn



3. Huey Newton-"Moa was right 'Power. . ."



4. As part of this—Pride in ethnicity grew


e. Black anger in the North erupts — Urban riots




1. Watts (1965)--34 die




2. Newark, Detroit, LA 1967




a. Economic Frustration





 b. Housing 





c. Unemployment


f. White liberals abandoned civil rights and fled to suburbs


g. White backlash—Nixon



1. More white violence—King killed 4/68

           

2. Malcolm X killed 2/65



3. Civil Rights legislation stops 




4. Affirmative Action under fire –Davis v. Bakke



5. Southern resistance solidified—Wallace


h. Positive results




1. Increased education




2. Black Middle class doubled in 70s





3. Pride in ethnicity

C. Mexican Americans Revolt

1. Hispanic nationalism

          
a. Bracero program 1944-65

              

1. A-political group

             

2. 1965 passivity shifted


b. Cesar Chavez 



c. United Farm Workers Association

      

d. “Hispanics need to become politically active.”


2. Chavez master of Hispanic mobilization & Latino pride.


3. Huelga 

     


a. Working conditions

     


b. Housing

     


c. Wages

     


d. Child labor


4. White opposition to Union brought the Boycott


5. After WWII, significant increase in population


6. Second leading language & cultural group
III.  Ironic Rebellion:  

    
A. “Privileged revolutionaries”



1. Causes hard to fathom



a. Everything was going well, 

                


1. Middle class growing

                


2. Life had a plan

             

b. But underneath was Suburban conformity


2. Although generally well off, suburbs & Corporations stultifying


3. Earliest protest from the “Beats.”



a. Kerouac’s “On the Road”



c. Beats remained unknown




1. But problems under the surface

               


2. WWII Parents gave advice . . .




3. Traditional family declined-divorce rose



d. Warning Shot—Dean in “Rebel” caught masses attention

    



1. “You are suffocating me.”

    



2. “Eternal youthful sensitive, unloved rebel.”



e. Writers-Artists complain about conformity 




1. “We agree with Tocquiville and the Avant Guard”

           


2. William Whyte"s The Organization Man 






3. Riesman-Lonely Crowd: inner v other directed 






a. shallow, common, superficial 






b. Soc demanded cooperation-undermined individual 


4. Sloan Wilson “Man in the Grey Flannel Suit”

B. Now the conjunction of War and Alienation.
     

1. Intellectual climate created conditions for opposition to war

         

a. Not different from 1920s or 30s

         

b. But no youth rebellion in 1925

         

c. The difference was the War.


2. Intellectual justification: Port Huron-SDS Manifesto-Weathermen

     


a. Take control of self vs. bureaucracy 




b. Repelled materialism 




c. Opposition to war, race, poverty


3. Protests move into campus protests



a. UCB-Mario Savio





1. Free Speech




2. “Put your bodies upon the gears”




4. Counterculture-Set the Tone



a. Hippies

             


1. Radical in politics, but remained out of world

             


2. Flower power in Haight-Ashbury



b. Music 

       



1. Rebellious rock and roll
      



2. Acid Rock and Woodstock

       



3. Music provided cohesion

C. Women and the Sexual Protests


1. Swiftest change. 



2. Alfred Kinsey's 



a. Sexual Behavior in Human Male and Female 




b. Americans not practice what preached. 


3. Sexual freedom+CR Act (IX) + Anti-war fueled women's movement



a. 1/2 pay of men in 1960



b. Stereotype occupation:  Secretary, Nurse, Teacher




c. Most white middle class women stayed home


     
4. Despite some resistance, change continued




a. College graduates increase





1. 60% in Law and Medical school 





2. President of Universities, Supreme Court




3. Marriage age increased--Birth rate dropped



b. Only 86% pay

  


c. Failure of ERA 




1. Should women receive special advantages?

         


2. What will be the effect on children left at home?



d. Reproductive rights in 1973 Roe-Wade under attack
D. Historiography


1. Freidan


2. Schlafley
 

 

